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SMU MASTER OF LIBERAL STUDIES  

INDEPENDENT STUDY CONTRACT /PROPOSAL 

MLS students may earn up to 6 credit hours through Independent Study in a subject area relevant to the MLS 
Curriculum.  Students must first complete the two required courses and be in good academic standing to be eligible to 
undertake an independent study.  To enroll in an Independent Study, students must work with an MLS faculty member 
to define specific course requirements and complete an Independent Study Contract subject to the approval of the 
Director and/or Dean.  Independent Study courses may be taken for one, two or three credit hours.  The deadline to 
submit proposals to the MLS office is at least two weeks before the beginning of the term for which the study is 
requested. 
 
NOTE:  The expectations to enroll in an independent study through the Master of Liberal Studies program are 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FINAL WRITTEN ASSIGNMEN T PAGE LENGTH: _____________________________________ 

Reading List: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Evaluation Methods:  (Sample guides and rubrics are available from the MLS Director) 

Meeting Schedule: (Instructors and Students should plan to meet on a regular basis. Please describe 
the meeting structure below for the entire length of the term) 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Grading Rubric: (Please describe in detail the grading rubric to be used to evaluate the project and 
student achievement, i.e. what level of �Z�R�U�N���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�V���D���J�U�D�G�H���R�I���´�$�µ�����´�%�µ�����H�W�F���� 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Written Assignment Guidelines: (Please describe in detail the guidelines that will be used to assess 
�W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���Z�R�U�N�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����G�H�S�W�K���R�I���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���D�Q�G���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V�����V�\�Qthesis and congruency, 
thoroughness, personalization and clarity of writing and mechanics) 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V�����6�L�J�Q�D�W�X�U�H���B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B_________________________________Date_________ 

�'�L�U�H�F�W�L�Q�J���3�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U�·�V���6�L�J�Q�D�W�X�U�H���B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�'�D�W�H�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B 

Department Approvals: 

Approved   Not Approved 

MLS Director:______________________________________Date___________ 

Approved   Not Approved 

Simmons Dean:_____________________________________Date___________ 

Revisions Required: 


