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SMU MASTER OF LIBERAL STUDIES 
CAPSTONE/THESIS REQUIREMENTS 

 
All students who were admitted to the MLS program in fall of 2009 or after are required to 
complete a capstone project or a thesis in order to fulfill the requirements for graduation 
with a Master of Liberal Studies degree. 
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1. The Thesis –(minimum 6 credit hours – two consecutive semesters or more) a two-
course option which comprises a substantial, original contribution.  A faculty 
member advises a student as he/she finds a problem or unsolved question and aids 
in the writing of a 75-100+ formal, analytical research paper.  The thesis generally 
reflects the student’s area of concentration and interest throughout the graduate 
program.  
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SMU MASTER OF LIBERAL STUDIES 
 

INDEPENDENT CAPSTONE PROPOSAL 
 
Please complete the following form, secure the appropriate signatures and return to 
the MLS office for review. 
 
Student Name:___________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Proposal Submission:______________________________________________ 
 
SMU Student ID Number:_________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address:___________________________________________________________ 
 
6WXGHQW·V�&HOO�3KRQH���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
Directing Professor:_______________________________________________________ 
 
Capstone Option: (please circle one)   

THESIS ²  
Please follow guidelines in MLS student handbook to submit thesis proposals. 

 
PORTFOLIO PROJECT 

 
GRADUATE PROJECT 

 
CREATIVE PROJECT 

 
INTERNSHIP/SERVICE 

 
Topic or Title of Capstone:_________________________________________________ 
 
Number of Credit Hours Expected:_________________________________________ 
 
Semester of Study:________________________________________________________ 
 
Date to be Completed:____________________________________________________ 
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Project Description: (Please describe the nature of the project and topics covered in 
detail as well as the page length of the writing contribution expected) 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EXPECTED FINAL PAGE LENGTH:______________________________________ 
 
Reading List: 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Evaluation Methods:  (Sample guides and rubrics are available from the MLS 
Director) 
 

Meeting Schedule: (Instructors and Students should plan to meet on a regular 
basis. Please describe the meeting structure below for the entire length of the term) 
 

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Grading Rubric: (Please describe in detail the grading rubric to be used to evaluate 
the project and student achievement, i.e. what level of work constitutes a grade of 
“A”, “B”, etc.) 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
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Written Assignment Guidelines: (Please describe in detail the guidelines that will 
be used to assess the student’s written work, for example: depth of thought and 
analysis, synthesis and congruency, thoroughness, personalization and clarity of 
writing and mechanics) 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Capstone Forum Presentation Guidelines: (Please describe in detail the guidelines 
that will be used to assess the student’s presentation (both orally and visually) and 
participation in the Capstone Forum) 
-
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
6WXGHQW·V��6LJQDWXUH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB_________________Date_________ 
 
Directing 3URIHVVRU·V�6LJQDWXUH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB___________Date_________ 
 
Approvals: 

Approved   Not Approved 
MLS Director:______________________________________Date___________ 
 

Approved   Not Approved 
Simmons Dean:_____________________________________Date___________ 

 


