
The first faculty office to be named in 

the new Annette Caldwell Simmons 

Hall will honor Alice Fleming Stultz 

’44, a dedicated teacher and lifelong 

learner. Her children, Dan Stultz, CEO 

of Texas Hospital Association, and Sara 

Stultz, a Richardson, Texas, teacher, 

surprised her with the gift at a family 

reunion this summer.
The Stultz family will dedicate a room in the new Annette Caldwell Simmons Hall in honor of Alice 
Fleming Stultz ’44 (center) and her commitment to education.

The daughter of an itinerant Methodist min-
ister, Stultz has been active with the Highland 
Park United Methodist Church neighboring 
the SMU campus. She has taught Sunday 
school and adult studies. At age 76, she 
served as the church’s president of United 
Methodist Women. 

Alice Stultz grew up in Garland, Texas, and 
followed her brothers to SMU, graduating with 
a Bachelor’s degree in Christian education and 
sociology. She began her teaching career in a 
pre-K church day school and went on to teach 
elementary school in the Richardson Indepen-
dent School District until her retirement in 1987. 

“We celebrate her passion to always contribute, 
her inquiring mind in her unstoppable teaching 
engine, her lifelong devotion to teaching children 
and her inspiration for others to become lifelong 
learners,” her children said. Weyand joined the Department of Applied 

Physiology and Wellness last year after directing 
research in animal terrestrial motion at Harvard 
University’s Concord Field Station and, most 
recently, human locomotion at Rice University’s 
Locomotion Laboratory.

While at Rice, he served as host and one of the 



Each student has been through the classes, 
learned how to build a story, develop characters 
and plot, work with motivation and tension and 
drama. Each has completed a manuscript and 
will meet with six publishing professionals who 
have read the opening 15 pages and synopsis of 
their work. Students will receive their recom-
mendations in person.

Nothing can guarantee publication, but Frank 
says the program has successes because of 
strong instructors who are working, published 
professionals, and because of a curriculum that’s 
responsive to what students need. “Impassioned, 
committed students who do the work certainly 
improve the odds,” she adds.

To learn more about the Creative Writing Program, 
visit smu.edu/CreativeWriting. 

Middle school students in the Talented and 
Gifted (TAG) summer program advance their 
interests during three weeks of college courses 
on campus. To experience college life, they also 
stay in residence halls and have extracurricular 
activities. The program is part of the Gifted Stu-
dents Institute in the Annette Caldwell Simmons 
School of Education and Human Development.

For more information, visit smu.edu/Gifted.

Program director Suzanne Frank and students Jeff 
Morton and Ken Goodnight discussed manuscripts 
during last year�s New York trip to meet editors.

April Kramer Andreas �02, �03 got her start at SMU by 
participating in the TAG camp. Now a faculty member 
of McLennan Community College in Waco, Texas, she�s 
the �rst to return to TAG and teach. She hands out 
earth samples in her class, �Mars or Bust: Building a 
Permanent Martian Settlement.�

Associate Professor Leanne Ketterlin-
Geller brings her expertise in assess-
ment design and development to the 
Department of Education Policy and 
Leadership. Her interests include data-
based decision making in educational 
systems. She comes to SMU from the 
University of Oregon, where she taught 
and directed several federal and state 
supported research projects.

Gary Robinson, the former deputy gen-
eral counsel of Tenet Healthcare Corpo-
ration, is the new director of the Dispute 
Resolution program at SMU-in-Plano. 
Prior to joining Tenet, he was a partner 
and chair of the labor and employment 
department at Mullen & Henzell, LLP in 
Santa Barbara, California.

Michael Lysko will teach sports man-
agement in the Department of Applied 
Physiology and Wellness. Lysko formerly 
served as a Commissioner of the Cana-
dian Football League and also directed 
the Athletics and Recreation Services at 
the University of Western Ontario. 

became passionate about education reform and
especially at the public school level after teach-
ing at a downtown Dallas charter school. “It gave 
me insight into the challenges that people in an 
urban environment face every day,” Khan says.

Deborah Diffily, associate professor of teaching 
and learning, says this year’s cohort is different 
because so many come from careers in other 
fields.

“This class, as a group, quickly formed a unique 
personality. They’re very outspoken and very 
willing to share opinions,” Diffily says. “To a 
person, there’s a strong desire to give back to 
the world, to do something meaningful with 
their days.”

For more information on the Master of Educa-
tion with Certi�cation program, visit smu.edu/ 
MasterEdCert.

 






