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Campus-wide Disability Commission              Alexa Taylor 

Did you know that for more than 20 years, a campus-wide commission has reported 
to the President on disability-related issues that face our students, employees, and 
guests? Just like other commissions on campus, the  President's Commission on the 
Needs of Persons with Disabilities (PCNPD) is made up of faculty, staff and students 
and meets several times each semester. Efforts are made to ensure there is          
representation from each of the schools within SMU, and you can contact the Chair 
of PCNPD if you are aware of issues that you'd like to bring to the attention of the 

Commission. The current Chair of PCNPD is Jennifer Culver, from OIT.  

After 2-4 meetings each semester, at the end of the academic year, the Commission prepares a report to President Turner    
highlighting the efforts of the group, issues or trends to be aware of, and recommendations for the coming year. Recent       
discussions in this Commission centered around a variety of topics, such as physical access to buildings during construction, the 
increasing need for test proctoring for students with accommodations, CART (captions) or ASL interpreting at events, and new 
technology to make websites more accessible. Please reach out to Dr. Culver to identify who within your school is represented 
on the Commission or if you have any disability-related concerns that the Commission should be made aware of.  

In the Fall of 2023, the DASS office initiated a disability services benchmarking study. The 
study included aspirant, peer, and regional colleges and universities. Alexa Taylor, DASS 
Director, held phone conversations with nine other institutions, exploring staffing          
configurations, student-to-staff ratios, documentation expectations, and approaches to 
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