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GENERATIONAL EXPECTATIONS AND THE

PROFESSIONS

The 2008-2009 Annual Conference

of the Professions was held February 17,

2009,  in Storey Hall’s Karcher Auditorium

in the SMU Dedman School of Law. It was

the 23rd in a series of unique conclaves at

which representatives of law, medicine,

and the clergy come together to address

common ethical issues facing the profes-

sions and to discuss solutions. This year's topic was "Generational

Expectations and the Professions."

The keynote speaker was Cynthia Pladziewicz, J.D., Ph.D.,

Chief Development Officer at Thompson & Knight, LLP. Dr.

Pladziewicz serves as President of Dallas CASA (Court Appointed

Special Advocates) and is a licensed clinical psychologist. 

Two panels responded to Dr. Pladziewicz's remarks. The first

was moderated by her and included Brad Butler, M.D.; Sylvia

Cardona, J.D.; and Rev. Kathryn Ransdell, M.Div. The second

panel, moderated by SMU professor William J. Bridge, J.D.,

included the panelists from the first panel plus William J. Bryan III,

D.Min.; Ike Vanden Eykel, J.D.; and David Winter, M.D. Discussed

were the changes in expectations of professionals now entering

the job market, especially with regards to quality of life, as

opposed to those of professionals who entered in previous

decades.
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The study of ethics is exciting these days. I'll explain.

Since antiquity, philosophers have taken an interest in certain

fundamental questions about ethics or morality. They've debated

about whether there is some objective standard of morality for all

human beings; they've argued about how we would know such a stan-

dard; and they've tried to articulate what such a standard says. It's

always been accepted that the moral principles that philosophers

defend have to cohere with what we know about the world and human

nature. 

What is making contemporary ethics so interesting is how many

brilliant scholars from other fields are contributing to the discussion of

what the moral capacities and limitations of human nature are. I'll

describe two 'hot' topics. 

One centers on evolutionary biology. Most moral philosophers

say that we have a 'duty of beneficence' to give some of our resources

to others. Since the 1950's, though, a number of important biologists

have argued that evolutionary theory shows that 'altruism' is not a

characteristic that could survive in nature. This is because individual

organisms that are altruistic, and give resources to others, would be

'suckers': the selfish individuals that do not help others would have

more resources like food at their disposal, so they would reproduce in

greater numbers. The altruists would have fewer offspring, and ulti-

mately die out. These biologists claim that there is no real altruism in

any part of nature, including human nature.

But other biologists say that altruism is possible. In supporting

this claim they offer a radically different understanding of the process

of evolution itself. These biologists say that natural selection not only

mate r17die outsequence:14.e. 
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The Summer 2009 interns (and their projects) were:

Danielle Czajka, a senior accounting major at the Cox

School of Business, will work with Wings Ministry, a ministry ded-

icated to helping families of prisoners. She will help create a work-

ing budget for this non-profit organization and help prepare them

for a full audit.

Nick Elledge, a sophomore in Dedman College majoring in

Spanish, political science, and economics, will work with PEER

Servants in Cusco, Peru, gathering data and interviewing clients

for the receipt of microloans, and writing for a weekly microfinance

blog.

Nureen Gulamani, a freshman in Dedman College who

plans to major in advertising, will intern in Atlanta, GA, with the

American Civil Liberties Union, interviewing clients, filing court

cases, and arranging press releases.

Saira Husain, a freshman Dedman College student pursuing

a double major in Biology and Anthropology, will intern at

Children's' Museum for Peace and Human Rights (CMPHR) in

Karachi, Pakistan. She will assist in providing material and activi-

ty for students, planning, helping in logistics, and report writing. 

Serena Johnson, a grad student in the Annette Caldwell

Simmons School of Education and Human Development, will

intern at the Deaf Action Center in Dallas, and will be responsible

for educating offices about the Americans with Disabilities Act

(ADA). She will be responsible for interpreting meetings and pre-

sentations into or from American Sign Language.

Jason Minter, a second year statistics Ph.D. student in

Dedman College, will work with Youth First Texas (YFT), Dallas.

He will undertake research and analysis, and assist with fund-rais-

ing, which will include finding sponsors, organizing volunteers,

and managing the logistics of events. In addition he will be

involved with counseling, mentoring, and tutoring. 

Amy Richards, a second year Dedman School of Law stu-

dent will intern at the Dallas County District Attorney's Office

(Family Violence Division). Her daily responsibilities in the

Protective Order Unit will include trial preparation, victim and wit-

ness contacts, and assisting in the family violence trainings.

Robert Robson, a first year graduate student in the Masters

of Liberal Studies program, will intern for the immigration legal ser-

vices department of the International Rescue Committee in

Dallas, helping to provide low cost, professional, and personal

legal advice and legal representation for displaced persons.

Max Taghizadeh, a Junior majoring in Biology/Pre-med in

Dedman College, will work for PediPlace and provide detailed

research in an organized format concerning the issue of child obe-

sity, including medical ramifications and intervention strategies.

He will also draft and implement a plan that addresses, informs,

and treats childhood obesity for PediPlace's client population.

MAGUIRE & IRBY FAMILY PUBLIC SERVICE

INTERNS



In his Maguire Public Scholar Lecture held September 24,

2008, in the Umphrey Lee Ballroom, Professor Robin Lovin gave

a lecture entitled, "Politics in Religious

Perspective: Temptation, Tool, or Task." In his

lecture, he discussed whether American reli-

gion could develop a realistic appreciation of

politics on its own terms, as a task that neither

threatens damnation nor promises salvation,

but demands continuous, faithful engage-

ment.

Robin Lovin holds the Maguire Chair in Ethics for the univer-

sity. Prior to accepting this position, he was dean of SMU's

Perkins School of Theology. Dr. Lovin is an internationally-

renowned scholar of Christian ethics, having served as past pres-

ident of the Society of Christian Ethics, dean of Drew University

Theological School, and professor of ethics at the University of

Chicago. An ordained minister in the United Methodist Church, he

has been active in the life and leadership of the Methodist Church

for nearly thirty years.
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