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At first glance it might appear that the Rwandan genocide 
transcended race, crossed over the color line into the 
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public discussions about the Rwanda tragedy a perspective that 
seemed to me to be missing:  a consideration of ho
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having to prosecute someone I believed was innocent, or defend 
someone I believed was guilty, just did not appeal to me.  But I 
did believe in the presumption of innocence and the burden proof, 
principles I had learned in intercollegiate debate:  and I did enjoy 
a good argument now and again; and I remained committed to 
the idea that there is value in looking beyond the surface of things; 
that much can be learned by questioning and interrogating any 
“official” story. 
  My research has explored the relationship between 
rhetoric, race, and epistem

e

t

t

e

e

e

e

e e

e

e

 EET e

 EET e EET e EET e EET e

 EET e EET e

 EET e

 EET e

 EET e  EET e

 EET e

 EET e

 EET e

 EET e

 EET e

 EET e

 EET e

 EET e

 EET e

 EET e  EET e EET e EET e  EET e EET e EET e  EET ee EET e EET e  EET e EET e  EET e EET e  EET e EET ee eee ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee5E0TQ q 0.12 0 0 0.12 232.2492 614.4614 cm BT 91 0 0 91 21 Tj8 /TT11 1 Tf (e) Tj E21eeeeeeeeeeeeee EET eeeee  042.ET  ETTT11 1 Tf (e) Tj E22 Tj7TjTQ q 0.12 0 0 0.12112f0 94614 cm BT 91 0 0  2f 0  91 21 Tj8 /TT11 1 TTf (e) Tj Ej ETT2qTQ q 0.12 0 0 0.12 12f0 94614 cm BT 91 0 0 91 0 0 2042.ET  ETTT11 1 Tf (e) Tj ETT Tj4T Q q 0.12 0 0 0.12  12f0 94614 cm BT 91 0 0 1 990 191 21ET  ETTT11 1 Tf (e) Tj E22 Tj7TjTQ q 0.12 0 0 0.12112f0 94614 cm BT 91 0 0 20 9.91 21ET  ETTT11 1 Tf (e) Tj E20 ET3 Q q 0.12 0 0 0.12 1 ET e  042.ET  ETTT11 1 Tf (e) Tj E22 Tj7TjTQ q 0.12 0 070 BT 91 0 0 91 86.69841 0
Tm /TT11 1 Tf (y) Tj ET Q q 0.1 0.12 TQ q 0.12 0 0 0.12 12f0 94614 cm BT 91 0 0 10 9.1 0042.ET  ETTT11 1 Tf (e) 0.12 TQ q 0.12 0 0 0.12 0.0 02182.8085 578.1014 c 0 0 m  f (  042.ET  ETTT11 1 Tf (e)  0.12 TQ q 0.12 0 0 0.12) Tj22112f0 94614 cm BT 91 0 0 91 0 0 2042.ET  ETTT11 1 Tf (e) 0.12 TQ q 0.12 0 0 0.12 0 .122 12f0 94614 cm BT 917E85E91 0 0 91 21ET  ETTT11 1 Tf (e) 0.12 TQ q 0.12 0 0 0.12 0 0812144.0585 565.9814 c1 0 0 91 0 0 2042.ET  ETTT11 1 Tf (e) 0.12 TQ q 0.12 0 0 0.12  0.172 12f0 94614 cm BT 9cm BT 91 0 0 91 21ET  ETTT11 1 Tf (e) 0.12 TQ q 0.12 0 0 0.12736(e) BT 91 0 0 m  fe4 0.3Eee



Confessions of an Expert Witness: 

! &!

have produced an extensive body of research that addresses the 
impact of racism on the production and consumption of messages 
by speakers and audiences.  Much of this research has been of an 
interdisciplinary nature, drawing from fields such as psychology, 
sociology, theology, and philosophy, to explain the significant 
impact that racial reasoning continues to have on human social 
and symbolic interaction.   My own work has directly addressed 
the ideological and ethical challenges that racism poses for 
established views of persuasion and argumentation, and has in its 
most recent incarnations focused on questions of character. This 
focus has offered unique insights into the underlying ethical 
assumptions of rhetorical theory, practice, and criticism, and the 
uses and abuses of language characterized by racial reasoning. 
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 Yet Mills suggests that race cannot be simply understood 
as it has been in Western thought, as a visible marker 
characteristic of an essential identity, e.g. white, black, brown, 
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the translators.  Counselor Moran began the proceedings with a 
discussion of my qualifications. 
 Immediately, the lead 
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And, indeed, i
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Our debate was, at best, a draw, which in legal doctrine serves the 
interests of the defendant, who benefits from the presumption of 
innocence.  But the transcripts of the trial tell another story which 
began with an exchange between myself and one of the defense 
attorneys that took place on the preceding day, and which offers a 
telling commentary on the ethics of international law as it was 
practiced by the ICTR. 
 During my examination by one of the defense lawyers, I 
was asked if a number of criticisms would influence my 
assessment of Alison









Rhetoric, Politics, and Ethics at the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 

! ")!

E





Rhetoric, Politics, and Ethics at the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 

! #+!

attitude towards the crisis in Kigali provides a complex historical 
case study on how race and culture have profound and often-
ignored policy implications. Specifically, the lack of American 
intervention in Rwanda reveals the complexity of race and policy 
in American history and the shared fates of Africans throughout 
the world. Taken as a whole, the domestic cultural background of 
the early 1990s, including the rise of gangsta rap, rioting, and the 
dilemma of “black-on-black crime,” collectively influenced 
American policy towards Africa at a critical juncture in the 
continent’s history.”   See her essay “Why the Rwandan Genocide 
Seemed Like a Drive by Shooting:  The Crisis of Race, Cutlure, 
and Policy in the African Diaspora,“ The Journal of Pan African 
Studies 
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28.   The members of the court are listed in the trial documents as 
follows: Before the Judges:  Khalida 




