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Global Perspectives 
Student Learning Outcome: Students will demonstrate an informed perspective on the challenges  

societies face in the broader global context. 
 

The Value of Global Perspectives 
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Experience Criteria 
Students may apply to fulfill the GPS requirement through a co-curricular activity. These criteria apply to experiences that meet the GPS curricular requirement and describe the characteristics of the 
experience, the steps a student must follow to seek approval, and the number and types of assignments students must submit to satisfy the requirement. 
 

1. Students must obtain pre-approval for any activity used to satisfy this component.  Approval must 
be obtained prior to the start of the activity. 

2. Students must submit independent, third-party,verification of participation in the approved activity, 
by a supervisor or other authoritative individual, who is not a first or second-degree relative or close 
personal or family friend. 

3. Student experiences must either be official SMU Abroad programs or involve at least fourteen days 
of immersive experience in a global culture. An immersive context is one in which students live like 
members of the local population, following local customs, eating local food, taking local 
transportation, etc. 

4. Students fulfilling Global Perspectives through an activity must submit a written statement with the 
petition outlining what the activity is, how they anticipate the activity will fulfill the requirement, and 
what they expect to gain and learn from the experience. 

5. Students fulfilling Global Perspectives through an activity must submit either samples of work 
completed during the activity that demonstrate the required supporting skills or a written reflection 
of approximately 1000 words that responds to the following prompt:  

 
Please describe in detail the activity you used to complete the Global Perspectives requirement.  
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multiple cultures, historically or in 
contemporary contexts. 

connections between the worldviews 
and experiences of multiple cultures, 
historically or in contemporary 
contexts; articulation is exceptional, 
showcasing a deep and nuanced 
understanding of cultural connections 
that enriches the overall perspective.   

worldviews and experiences of 
multiple cultures, providing clear 
explanations. Connections are well-
supported and demonstrate a clear 
understanding of cultural 
interrelations. 

worldviews and experiences of 


