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MONIKA U. EHRMAN  

Professor of Law, SMU Dedman School of Law  

(214) 768-6110 | mehrman@smu.edu | monikauehrman.com  

____________________________________________________________________________________________  

  

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS  

  

SMU Dedman School of Law                                  Dallas, TX  

Professor of Law (Tenure and Full Promotion)                    2023–Present  

Charles J. and Inez Wright Murray Distinguished Visiting Professor                  2022–2023  

• Teaching Property; Natural Resources Law; Oil & Gas Law; Water Law; Remedies  

• Leading efforts to formalize energy, environment, and natural resources studies at law school 

• Committees: Appointments, Tenure & Promotion, Internationalization (Main Campus)   

 

SMU Lyle School of Engineering                   Dallas, TX 

Professor of Engineering (by courtesy), Department of Civil & Environmental Engineering        2024–Present 

 

University of North Texas at Dallas College of Law                             Dallas, TX  

Associate Professor of Law (on leave AY2022–2023)                  2021–2023  

• Courses: Property I, Property II, Real Estate Transactions, Remedies, Oil & Gas Law  

• Committees: Strategic Planning (Chair), Appointments, Curriculum, Faculty Development  

  

The University of Oklahoma College of Law                          Norman, OK  

Professor of Law (Tenure and Full Promotion)                       2019–2021  

Associate Professor of Law                            2013–2019  

Faculty Director, Oil & Gas, Natural Resources, and Energy (ONE) Center                2017–2021  

• Led Oil & Gas, Natural Resources, and Energy program (one of two largest programs at OU Law)  

• Co-developed and served as faculty lead of M.L.S. in Energy and Natural Resources degree program  

• Developed and led ONE Center; was responsible for all strategy and guidance of center planning and projects  

• Co-developed and served as Faculty Advisor to Oil and Gas, Natural Resources, and Energy Journal  

• Committees (select): Appointments, Graduate Admissions, Academic Responsibility, Scholarships  

• Left OU for UNT Dallas after commuting from Dallas to Norman for over 6 years 

  

The University of Oklahoma Michael F. Price College of Business               Norman, OK  

Adjunct Associate Professor, Energy Management                      2018–2021  

Instructor, Energy Executive Management Program                      2014–2018  

Faculty, Executive MBA in Energy                         2015  

  

COURSES TAUGHT 

  
Property, Natural Resources, Oil & Gas Law, Energy Law, Water Law, Land Use, Environmental Law, Real Estate 

Transactions, Remedies, Negotiations, Energy Contracts, International Energy  

  

/law/faculty/profiles/ehrman-monika
https://monikauehrman.com/
https://monikauehrman.com/
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RESEARCH INTERESTS 

  
Property, Natural Resources, Oil & Gas Law, Mining Law, Just Energy Transition and Tribal Nations, Outer Space 

Resources and Property Rights, Energy & Environmental Policy 

 

EDUCATION  

  

Yale Law School                       New Haven, CT  

Master of Laws                              2014  

• Research Assistant, Yale Center for Environmental Law & Policy (Dan Esty & Doug Kysar)  

• Fellow, Kauffman Program in Law, Economics and Entrepreneurship  

• Editor, Yale Journal of International Law  

  

SMU Dedman School of Law                             Dallas, TX  

Juris Doctor                               2005  

• Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation Scholarship, Texas Young Lawyers Association Scholarship  

• Board of Advocates, Moot Court & Mock Trial  

• Research Assistant to Professors John S. Lowe and Xuan-Thao Nguyen  

  

University of Alberta                       Edmonton, AB  

Bachelor of Science in Petroleum Engineering                       2000  

• Tom Chambers Engineering Achievement Award and Rutherford Scholarship  

• Debate, National Engineering Debate Competition (First Place)  

• Vice President, Canadian Federation of Engineering Students  

  

SELECT PUBLICATIONS  

  

Works in Progress  

   

Gravitational Property Theory, Law Review Article (submitting July 2024). 

  

A Review of Energy Justice in Indian Country, submitting to Progress in Energy (peer-review) (with Monte Mills & 

Jaime Collazo). 

 

The Unmineral Estate, Law Review Article 

 

Supranational Spaces, Law Review Article 

  

Accepted Articles 

 

Extraterrestrial Accountability: Applying the Stakeholder Management Approach in Space Mining, HARV. INT’L L.J. 

ONLINE (2024) (invited essay for Harvard International Law Journal Online Mini-Symposium around Professor Kish 

Parella’s article Enforcing International Law Against Corporations). 

 

The Environmental Citizen, Participant and Problem

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4775152
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Published Articles 

  

Property, Sovereignty, and Customary Governance in Outer Space Resource Extraction, 57 GEORGIA L. REV. 1769 

(2023). 

 

Hidden Resources, 13 UC IRVINE LAW REVIEW 563 (2023).  

 

Natural Resource Property Customs, 41 UCLA J. ENVTL. L. & POL’Y 1 (2023). 

 

Cloud Seeding, Wildfire Smoke Emissions, and Solar Geoengineering: Why is Climate Modification Unregulated?,  

35 GEORGETOWN ENVTL. L. REV. 459 (2023) (with Karen Bradshaw, Arizona State University). 

  
Natural Resource Systems and the Evolution of Environmental Law and Agency, 40 PACE ENVTL. L. REV. 495 

(2023) (invited for symposium at C. Boyden Gray Center for the Study of the Administrative State, George Mason 

University on “An Environmental Law for the 21st Century”).  

  

A Giant of the Field: Tribute to Professor John S. Lowe, 76 SMU L. REV. 15 (2023).  

 
Reimagining Energy, Response, 74 VAND. L. REV. EN BANC 489 (2021) (invited).  

  

Application of Natural Resources Property Theory to Hidden Resources, 14 INT’L J. COMMONS 627 (2020)  

(double-blind peer review; invited to speak at symposium at Classical Liberal Institute, NYU School of Law).  

  

A Call for Energy Realism: When Immanuel Kant Met the Keep it in the Ground Movement, 2019 UTAH L. REV. 435 

(2019).  

  

One Oil and Gas Right to Rule Them All, 55 HOUSTON L. REV. 101 (2018).  

  

Reclaiming Energy Efficiency in an Age of Petroleum Exclusion, 71 ARK. L. REV. 481 (2018) (invited).  

  

The Future of the Canadian Energy Industry in a Low Price Commodity Environment, 2 LSU J. ENERGY L. & REG. 

263 (2017) (invited).  

  

Earthquakes in the Oilpatch: The Regulatory and Legal Issues Arising out of Oil and Gas Operation Induced 

Seismicity, 33 GA. STATE L. REV. 609 (2017).  

  

Lights Out in the Bakken: An Analysis of Flaring Regulation and its Potential Effect on North Dakota Shale Oil 

Production, 117 W. VA. L. REV
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External Grants, Planned or Applied 

  

• National Science Foundation, 



https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4775152
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4514554
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https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2937509
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Other 

¶ Southern Ute Indian Tribe & The Payne Institute for Public Policy, Colorado School of Mines, Native 

American Mining and Energy Sovereignty Symposium, Regulatory Processes, Permitting, & Community 

Benefits (May 2024) 

¶ International Center for Law & Economics, Big Ideas Greatest Hits: The Work of Armen Alchian and Ben 

Klein, Workshop Participant, Remote (May 2024) 

¶ The University of Texas School of Law’s Texas Journal of Oil, Gas, and Energy Law, 

 ¶ ꀀrPoK�C ¶ 
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Faculty, Oil and Gas Law Short Course               2006–Present 

Treasurer, Executive Committee & Board of Directors                 2021–2022 

Member (at large) of Board of Directors                   2018–2020 

Trustee, University of Oklahoma                   2014–2021 

 

Journal of World Energy Law & Business (Oxford University Press) 

Editorial Board                  2021–Present  

Executive Committee                     2019–2021 

 

Association of International Energy Negotiators 

Chair, International Energy & Resources Scholars Workshop            2018–Present 

Delegate, Education Advisory Board               2016–Present 

Faculty, International Oil & Gas Law, Contracts, and Negotiations           2017–Present 

Vice President ؒ礀cutive Committee & Board of Directsoar

 

2017
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