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NATALIE NANASI 
SMU Dedman School of Law; 3315 Daniel Avenue; Dallas, TX 75275 • (214) 768-3098 • nnanasi@smu.edu 

   

EDUCATION                                                                                                                                                            . 

Georgetown University Law Center, Washington, DC 

Juris Doctor and Certificate in Refugees and Humanitarian Emergencies, 2006 

- Georgetown Immigration Law Journal, Senior Article and Line Editor 

 

Brandeis University, Waltham, MA 

Bachelor of Arts in Politics, with high honors, and English and American Literature, 2000 

PUBLICATIONS AND WORKS IN PROGRESS                                                                                               . 

ARTICLES 

¶ Why Domestic Violence Offenders Don’t Surrender Their Firearms (empirical project) 

(forthcoming 2025) 

¶ Can Criminal Defense Attorneys be Victim-Centered?, SMU LAW REVIEW (forthcoming 2024) 

(with Demetrice Lopez)  

¶ 
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¶ New Help for Immigrant Victims of Sexual Assault, SEXUAL ASSAULT REPORT (February/March 

2009), reprinted in FAMILY & INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE QUARTERLY (Winter 2011) 

HUNTER CENTER PUBLICATIONS 

¶ Flawed Design: How the U Visa is Revictimizing the People it was Created to Help, 

http://bit.ly/U-report-2020 (Fall 2020) 

¶ www.DisarmingTexasAbusers.org (Spring 2019) 

¶ Taking Aim at Family Violence: A Report on the Dallas County Gun Surrender Report, 

www.law.smu.edu/gunsurrenderreport (Spring 2017) 

¶ White Paper, Repealing No Fault Divorce Would Harm Survivors of Domestic Violence in 

Texas, www.law.smu.edu/nofaultdivorce-DV 
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Immigration Staff Attorney, September 2009 – March 2010 

Equal Justice Works Fellow, September 2007 – August 2009  

¶ Represented clients in asylum, VAWA,
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¶ Interviewed on “US to welcome Ukraine refugees but no longer through Mexico,” Fox4 News, 

April 21, 2022 

¶ 
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¶ Interviewed on KRLD News Radio 1080 on the subject of the Department of Justice’s changes 

to the definition of domestic violence, Jan. 30, 2019 

¶ Quoted or cited in:  

o Trump’s DOJ Provides Free Reign to Commit Abuse and Assault Against Women With 

Impunity, DAILY KOS, March 21, 2019 

o “Did the DOJ Change the Definition of Domestic Violence on their Website Without 

Explanation?,” SNOPES, Jan. 24, 2019  

o “The Government has Quietly – And Drastically – Changed the Definition of Domestic 

Violence. Why?, UPWORTHY, Jan. 29, 2019 

o “Trump’s Justice Department Softens Definition of Domestic Violence – Hardly Anyone 

Notices,” CRYPTO COIN DISCOVERY, Jan. 29, 2019 

o “The Trump Administration Quietly Redefines ‘Domestic Violence’ and ‘Sexual 

Assault,’” PATHEOS, Jan. 26, 2019 

o “Trump Administration ‘Rolling Back Women’s Rights by 50 Years’ by Changing 

Definitions of Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault,” THE 
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¶ Interviewed on WBAP 820/KLIF 570 radio about students’ work at the Karnes Family 



Page 9 of 11 

¶ Speaker, Gender Law and Policy Colloquium, 
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¶ Panelist, “Tales from the Crypt: Sexual Harassment Scandals in Hollywood and Beyond,” SMU 

Dedman School of Law (Oct. 31, 2017) 

¶ Presented, Reconceptualizing Domestic Violence as Terrorism in The Home: Implications for 

Asylum Law, Clinical Law Review Writer’s Workshop, NYU School of Law (Sept. 23, 2017) 

¶ Panelist, “Flash Class: DACA,” SMU Dedman School of Law (Sept. 20, 2017) 

¶ Panelist, “Immigration and Law Enforcement Tools for Working With Victims,” Conference on 

Crimes Against Women (May 23, 2017) 

¶ Presented, The U Visa’s Failed Promise for Survivors of Domestic Violence, Politicization of 

Safety Conference, UCI Initiative to End Family Violence, U.C. Irvine School of Law (April 7, 

2017) 

¶ Keynote Speaker, Richland College Honors Conference (March 23, 2017) 

¶ Panelist, “The Politics of Sexual Violence,” SMU Women’s Symposium (March 8, 2017) 

¶ Speaker, “Refugee and Immigrant Leaders Forum,” Park Cities Baptist Church (Feb. 16, 2017) 

¶ Panelist, “Is the Doctor In?: Reproductive Rights in the Era of Trump,” SMU Dedman School of 

Law (Feb. 14, 2017) 

¶ Panelist and Organizer, “Public Interest Careers and Fellowships: Finding Funding and Creating 

Opportunities,” SMU Dedman School of Law (Feb. 9, 2017) 
 

¶ Presenter, “Immigration Executive Orders,” Women of Dallas United for Action (Feb. 7, 2017) 
 

¶ Panelist, “Don’t Fence Me In or Out: Navigating Borders and Immigration Law in the Age of 

Trump,” SMU Dedman School of Law (Feb. 2, 2017) 
 

¶ Guest speaker, Annual Dallas Area Sisterhood Intrafaith Luncheon, “Modern Day Slavery: 

Closer to Your Home than You Think” (Jan. 22, 2017)  

¶ Panelist, “Why Does a Corporate Attorney Need to Know about Domestic Violence? How 

Domestic Violence Impacts All Areas of Law,” SMU Dedman School of Law (Oct. 25, 2016) 

¶ Panelist, “Life After Obergefell,” SMU Dedman School of Law (Oct. 24, 2016) 

¶ Presented, Domestic Violence Asylum and the Perpetuation of the Victimization Narrative, 

University of Akron Center for Constitutional Law, U.S. Feminist Judgments Project: Rewriting 

the Law, Writing the Future (Oct. 22, 2016) 

¶ Presented, The U Visa’s Failed Promise for Survivors of Domestic Violence, Clinical Law 

Review Writer’s Workshop, NYU School of Law (Sept. 24, 2014) 

¶ Presented, “Examining Community and Mission in Gender Violence Clinics,” AALS Clinical 

Conference (May 3, 2016) 

¶ Presented, Domestic Violence Asylum and the Perpetuation of the Victimization Narrative, 

University of Baltimore, 9th Annual Feminist Legal Theory Conference (March 4, 2016) 

¶ Presented, Domestic Violence Asylum and the Perpetuation of the Victimization Narrative, 

Clinical Law Review Writer’s Workshop, NYU School of Law (Sept. 27, 2014) 

¶ Presented, Domestic Violence Asylum and the Perpetuation of the Victimization Narrative, 

American University Clinical Program Summer Writing Workshop (July 16, 2014) 
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¶ Presented, An “I Do” I Choose: How the Fight for Marriage Access Supports a Per Se Finding 

of Persecution for Asylum Cases Based on Forced Marriage, Immigration Law Professors 

Workshop (May 24, 2014) 

¶ Presenter, concurrent session: “Identity, Expertise, and Evolution: Challenges and Rewards in 

Cross-Clinic Collaboration,” AALS Clinical Conference (April 28, 2014) 

¶ Moderator, American University Washington College of Law Founders’ Celebration, “Forced 

Marriage in The United States and Canada: Opportunities and Challenges in Protecting 

Survivors” (April 1, 2014) 


