


Sec. 61.9603. ELIGIBILITY. To be eligible to receive
repayment assi stance, an attorney must:
(1) apply to the board;

(2) have earned a | aw degree from an accredited | aw

school

(3) be an attorney licensed in this state;

(4) have an outstandi ng student | oan bal ance; and

I~~~
(6]
~—

be currently:
(A) empl oyed as:_

(i) a prosecuting [ an] attorney by a

district or county attorney's office that serves a rural county; or

(ii) a public defender by a county public

defender's office that serves a rural county; or

( B) appointed as an attorney to represent

i ndi gent individuals who, in the most recent calendar year,

provided services to those individuals in one or more rura

counties for not | ess than:

(i) 200 hours; or

(ii) 10 cases [ and

[ (3) enter into an agreement to remain employed by the
district or <county attorney's office as provided by Section
61.9605].

Sec.




education, or a public or private out-of-state institution of

hi gher education accredited by a recognized accrediting agency,

including | oans for wundergraduate education, received by an

eligible person through any | ender [a school of |aw authorized by

the board to award a degree that satisfies the law study
requirements for licensure as an attorney in this state].

(b) The board may not provide repayment assistance for a
student [an education] loan that is in default at the time of the
attorney's application.

Sec. 61.9606. REPAYMENT. (a) [ Except as provided by
Section 61.9609(a), the board shall provide repayment assistance
under this subchapter in the foll owi ng amounts:

[ (1) 60 percent of each payment due on an attorney's
eligible loans during the first 12-month period after the attorney
enters intothe agreement under Section 61.9605;

[ (2) 80 percent of each payment due on an attorney's
eligibleloans during the second 12-month period after the attorney
enters into the agreement; and

[ (3) 100 percent of each payment due on an attorney's
eligible |loans during the third 12-month period after the attorney
enters intothe agreement.

[ (b)] The board shall deliver any repayment assi stance made

under this subchapter in this subchapterSectionhap.005570.044 147.
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(b) [ €& Loan repayment assistance received under this
subchapter may be applied to the principal amount of the |l oan and to

interest that accrues.

Sec. 61.96061. AMOUNT OF REPAYMENT ASSI STANCE. (a)

Subj ect to Subsection (b), an attorney may receive | oan repayment

assi stance wunder this subchapter for each year the attorney

establishes eligibility for the assi stance in an amount determi ned

by t he board not to exceed:

(1) for the first year, $30, 000;

(2) for the second year, $40, 000;

(3) for the third year, $50,000; and

(4) for the fourth year, $60, 000.

(b) The total amount of repayment assi stance received by an

attorney under this subchapter may not exceed $180, 000.

Sec. 61.96062. LI MI TATI ONS. An attorney may receive | oan

repayment assi stance under this subchapter for not more than four

years.

Sec. 61.9607. ADVI SORY COMMI TTEE. (a) The board shall
[ may] appoint an advisory committee from outside the board's
membership to assist the board in perform ng the board's duties

under this subchapter.

(b) The advisory committee shall be composed of an equal

number of members appointed by:

(1) the Texas District and County Attorneys

Associ ati on;

(2) the Texas I ndi gent Defense Commi ssi on; and
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(3) the Texas Judici al Council.

(c) The advisory committee shall make recommendati ons to

t he board regarding rules that:

(1) establish a method for documenting and verifying

the number of hours worked or cases defended for purposes of Section

61.9603(5)(B); and

(2) allocate repayment funding under this subchapter

ina manner that incentivizes service inthe most rural counti es.

(d) In devel oping recommendati ons under Subsection (c)(2),

the advi sory committee shall consi der:

(1) t he popul ati on of the counties in which applicants

for repayment assi stance under this subchapter provi de services;

(2) the degree of scarcity of prosecutors, public

defenders, and indigent defense services providers in those

counties; and

(3) for applicants who are attorneys appointed to

represent i ndigent defendants:

(A) the distances between counties in which an

applicant provides i ndi gent defense services,;

( B) the volume of cases handl ed by an applicant;

(O the number of hours that an applicant

provided i ndi gent defense services in the applicable cal endar year

SECTI ON 3. Section 61.9608(a), Education Code, is amended
toread as foll ows:
(a) The | oan repayment assistance program established by

this subchapter is funded from the rural crimnal justice system

88R13289 M\ F 5



[district and county] attorney student | oan assistance trust fund.

The trust fund 1is
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date of this Act, the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
shall adopt rul es necessary to admi ni ster Subchapter Y, Chapter 61
Educati on Code, as amended by this Act.

(b) Subchapter Y, Chapter 61, Education Code, as amended by
this Act, applies only to loan repayment assistance initially
provided under that subchapter on or after the effective date of
this Act. A loan repayment assi stance agreement entered into under
t hat subchapter before the effective date of this Act is governed by
the law in effect i mmedi ately before that date, and the former | aw
is continuedin effect for that purpose.

SECTI ON 7. This Act takes effect September 1, 2023.
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