
Spring 2013    Volume XX

The Newsletter of the  
Women’s and  

Gender Studies 
Program at Southern 
Methodist University

Women’s and Gender Studies 
Network

Director’s Chair
Our big event for 2012-13 featured Sandra Fluke as our main speaker for the year, 
and she packed the house!  In case your memory needs refreshing, Sandra Fluke, a 
law student at Georgetown University, won both admiration and opprobrium on a 
national scale after she testified at a House Democratic steering committee meeting 
about aspects of the Affordable Health Care Act then being proposed.  If that 

http://www.texasobserver.org
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Other speakers and events our program co-sponsored this year include the following:

•  Professor Michael Kimmel, Distinguished Professor of Sociology at SUNY Stonybrook, who is best known for    
his many books about masculinity

•  Carol Adams, author of The Sexual Politics of Meat

•  Rebecca Walker, author of Baby Love: Choosing Motherhood After a Lifetime of Ambivalence (2007), Black, White, 
and Jewish (2000), and several other books

•  Reyna Grande, award-winning novelist, author of The Distance Between Us

I would like to give special thanks to Rebekah Boyer, outgoing President of the Women’s Interest Network and one 
of our two WGS majors, for arranging to bring the first three speakers on the list.  

I am pleased to announce that our speaker next year will be Shelby Knox, whose work on sex education in Texas 
when she was still a high school student became the subject of the award-winning 2005 film The Education of Shelby 
Knox. Please mark your calendar for the evening of Monday, October 7.

Finally, I would like to thank Jessica Lott, my graduate assistant, and Sammy Partida, my undergraduate work-study 
student, for all the hard work they do for our program.

Beth Newman, Director, WGS

Note: A computer malfunction delayed our Spring 2013 newsletter until the beginning of the Fall semester.

News from the National Women’s Studies Association Conference
Director’s Note:  For the second year in a row, the Women’s and Gender Studies Program has sent three students to 
attend the National Women’s Studies Association conference.  They have captured some of their experience in the 
three articles that follow.  The WGS Program is grateful to an anonymous donor whose generosity has made this 
travel possible for some of our most committed students.

Lost and Found at the NWSA: Feminist Superheroes and Feminist Commitment

by Bekah Boyer

I had no idea what would await me in Oakland, CA.  I have taken too many Women’s and Gender studies courses to 
count (and I have even more feminist themed papers under my belt); I am an active participant in local rallies and 
fundraisers against the war on women – but nothing in my experience prepared me for my first visit to the annual 
conference of the National Women’s Studies Association.

The decision to go was easy.  Only so many students can attend the conference on the WGS program’s dime. Quick 
as I could, I e-mailed my RSVP, not caring who else would go.  

Gender theory has been my safe haven.  As a survivor of sexual harassment and assault both in high school and 
in my freshman year of college, I have taken feminist activists and writers as my heroines.  When I would get too 
scared to leave the house or interact with people, I would envision Gloria Steinem in a cape, bell hooks decked out 
as wonder woman (hooks of course, would insist on lower case letters even as a superhero), Andrea Dworkin fighting 
crime, and Rebecca Walker smashing patriarchy.  I am not the only one who thinks this way: “@feministhulk” writes 
feminist tweets using the speech pattern of the grammatically challenged Marvel character, and has thousands of 
followers.

In my comic-book fantasies, I always saw my superfeminists united into a Justice League to destroy oppression.  It 
took my visit to NWSA to learn that in reality they were fighting each other. 

http://www.amazon.com/The-Sexual-Politics-Meat-Feminist-vegetarian/dp/1441173285/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fie%3DUTF8%26qid%3D1378396433%26sr%3D8-1%26keywords%3Dsexual%2Bpolitics%2Bof%2Bmeat
http://www.amazon.com/Baby-Love-Rebecca-Walker/dp/1594489432/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fs%3Dbooks%26ie%3DUTF8%26qid%3D1378396497%26sr%3D1-1%26keywords%3Dbaby%2Blove%2Brebecca%2Bwalker
http://www.amazon.com/Black-White-Jewish-Autobiography-Shifting/dp/1573229075/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fs%3Dbooks%26ie%3DUTF8%26qid%3D1378396526%26sr%3D1-1%26keywords%3Drebecca%2Bwalker%2Bblack%2Bjewish
http://www.amazon.com/Black-White-Jewish-Autobiography-Shifting/dp/1573229075/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fs%3Dbooks%26ie%3DUTF8%26qid%3D1378396526%26sr%3D1-1%26keywords%3Drebecca%2Bwalker%2Bblack%2Bjewish
http://www.amazon.com/Distance-Between-Us-Memoir/dp/1451661789/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fs%3Dbooks%26ie%3DUTF8%26qid%3D1378396575%26sr%3D1-1%26keywords%3Dthe%2Bdistance%2Bbetween%2Bus%2Bgrande
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0427206/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0427206/
http://www.nwsa.org/
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myself materialized–as an Asian-American feminist. This year’s theme “Feminism Unbound: Imagining a Feminist 
Future” had a profound effect on my personal, intellectual, and feminist journey. After attending NSWA, I saw a 
realm beyond lectures and ideas in academia but a world in which I could envision and imagine my own feminist 
future . . . literally. 

Ruby Kim is an English major and double minor in WGS and Psychology 
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Letter from Anna Skrivanek
[Director’s note: Women’s and Gender Studies is partnering with the Embrey Human Rights Program to fund a paid 
internship for a student who participates in both academic programs.  Our first intern was Anna Skrivanek, a graduating 
senior with majors in Anthropology and History, and minors in Political Science, Human Rights, and Women’s and 
Gender Studies. She wrote this letter to keep us posted about the usefulness of the internship.]

February 1, 2013

Dear Women’s and Gender Studies Program:

Thank you for giving me an opportunity to briefly recount my experiences as an intern at the Resource Center Dallas, 
a prominent non-profit LGBT [Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender] and HIV/AIDS services organization 
serving the North Texas region.  While my internship position only started last August, I’ve learned so much, 
already, from the Center’s dedicated staff and team of volunteers.  Over the past few months, my understanding and 
awareness of LGBT issues has increased immensely, and I’ve developed a deeper knowledge base about the day-to-
day workings of non-profit organizations.

In the early weeks of my internship, I was assigned to a project involving appropriate conduct for volunteers.  After 
now spending a few months at the Resource Center, I’ve come to realize that proper conduct—how we engage and 

http://www.rcdallas.org/
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WGS is proud to present the 2012-2013 class of Betty Jeanette Maynard Scholars, who recived scholarships 
totaling nearly $25,000 recognition of their academic achievement:

 Tabitha Gorena, ’13 Psychology 
major; Philosophy and WGS 
minors

Nancy Fuentes ’13 Anthropology 
major; WGS minor
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The Margareta Deschner Teaching Award: 

Associate Professor Sheri Kunovich, Department of Sociology.   

This award recognizes excellent teaching about women, gender, and/or sexuality, 
whether or not the professor’s courses focus on these topics.   

One student wrote, “I firmly believe it is strong, impassioned women like Dr. Kunovich 
who will act as catalysts in furthering women’s progression towards equality. As a 
gender scholar and a feminist, I would be immensely proud to see her accomplishments 
honored by this award.” 

News and Announcements 
Professor Nia Parson, Anthropology, has published 

http://www.amazon.com/Traumatic-States-Gendered-Violence-Suffering/dp/0826518958/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fie%3DUTF8%26qid%3D1378394718%26sr%3D8-1%26keywords%3Dparson%2Btraumatic%2Bstates
http://www.amazon.com/Traumatic-States-Gendered-Violence-Suffering/dp/0826518958/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fie%3DUTF8%26qid%3D1378394718%26sr%3D8-1%26keywords%3Dparson%2Btraumatic%2Bstates
mailto:womnstud%40smu.edu?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/womgenstudies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Education_of_Shelby_Knox


This Newsletter is produced by the SMU Women’s and Gender Studies Program.  Please help us 
continue this project by becoming a subscriber ($5.00) or renew your subscription payable to: 

SMU Women’s and Gender Studies Program  
P.O. Box 750227, Dallas 75275

Alternatively, you may donate to our newsletter and our other programs by visiting our website 
at http://smu.edu/giving/womgenstudies.asp. 

Finally, if you would prefer to receive our newsletter by e-mail please send a message 
containing your name and email address to womnstud@smu.edu.

	 Women’s and Gender Studies Network
	 Southern Methodist University
	 P.O. Box 750227
	 Dallas, TX 75275-0227

http://smu.edu/giving/womgenstudies.asp
mailto:womnstud%40smu.edu?subject=
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