MARIA CHRISTINE RICHARDS
SMU Geothermal Laboratory
Roy M. Huffington Department of Earth Sciences
Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas, 75275
214-768-1975 mrichard@smu.edu Twitter; @SMUGeothermal https://www.linkedin.com/in/mariarichards

Education
BS: Environmental Geography, Michigan State University, East Lansing, Ml., 1986
MS: Physical Geography, Watershed Management, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN, 1991.

Career
Geothermal Laboratory Coordinator and Researcher: Huffington Department of Earth Sciences, Southern
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Maria Richards is a researcher and fundraiser for the Geothermal Lab, a self-supporting organization, as both a
Principal Investigator on grants/contracts and through solicitation of sponsorship from companies. She works
directly with faculty and students overseeing related geothermal research from initial application, management of
budget, to final report with primary funding from companies (e.g., Google.org, Anadarko Petroleum), State
Agencies (e.g., TXSECO), and Federal Agencies (e.g., Department of Energy; National Laboratories). She develops
outreach programs on geothermal energy and the environment, coordinates research software, and facilitates
learning activities between SMU and community programs. P
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