
Overview
Over the past year, the Bipartisan Policy Center and BPC Action have engaged in a major effort to find out what Americans think about the U.S. 
immigration system and what they want to see done to fix it. We conducted focus groups and a nationwide survey to gauge public attitudes on 
immigration and support for reform options. Partnering with the Mission Foods Texas-Mexico Center at Southern Methodist University, we looked 
specifically at Texans’ views on the issues, conducting an oversample of Texan respondents with additional Texas-specific topics like support for state 
immigration legislation.

These efforts showed that Texans share many priorities with national voters for reforming the nation’s immigration system. While Texans and other 



Americans want the immigration system to stop illegal border 
crossings, reduce drug flows across the border, and detain more 
illegal border crossers.

However, Texans expressed greater support for these priorities 
than their national counterparts in some cases: 29 percent of Texans 
prioritized stopping drug flows across the border compared with 
25 percent of national respondents.

Texans’ views on a border wall were mixed.

51 percent of Texan respondents expressed support 
for the border wall, while 48 percent of all respondents 
in the national survey held similar views. 

Nationally, the highest support for the wall came from 
GOP respondents: 84 percent completely or somewhat 
approved of Trump’s proposed border wall.

49 percent of Texan respondents disapproved of the federal 



Texan and national respondents identified “law abiding,” “actively integrating into American society and learning English,” 
“hard working,” and “self-reliant” as descriptors for individuals who should immigrate to the United States.

However, Texans placed greater emphasis on “actively integrating into American society and learning English” as a key trait, with 28 percent 
of Texan respondents prioritizing this quality, compared with 25 percent of national respondents.

While learning English is important to Texan and national respondents, both groups said immigrants simply need to know conversational 
English to immigrate to the United States.

41 percent of Texans found it very or extremely important that 



Methodology
The findings in this document stem from four 
initiatives.

1. In April 2018, BPC Action conducted a nationwide 
survey with 1,004 voters: 39 percent Democrat, 37 
percent Republican, and 24 percent independent.

2. Between March and April 2018, BPC conducted a 
Texas oversample of 624 voters: 43 percent 
Republican, 33 percent Democrat, and 24 percent 
independent. In addition to the questions that 
appeared in the national survey, the Texas survey had 
state-specific prompts.

3. BPC Action also organized two focus groups—in 
Pittsburgh and Detroit—with 28 Democrats, 27 
Republicans, and five swing voters.

4. Finally, BPC hosted three roundtable meetings with 
state legislators and county elected and appointed 
officials from various regions across the country.

What Does This Say About 
Texas’s Influence in the National 
Immigration Debate?
While Texans are proud of their heritage, their preferences for a future 
immigration system were not that different from the rest of America. 
However, they held more nuanced views about effective border 
security, as well as English-speaking criteria. They supported 
enforcement of immigration laws and state actions, but they still 
wanted to see the federal government take the lead on reform efforts.

With the largest delegations in Congress, the border states of Texas and 


