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Although the dateline will indicate that this is the spring 2012 
issue of our newsletter, I write to you on the coldest day I’ve yet 
spent in Dallas. Frost on the windows of Dallas Hall and holiday 
pops on the radio have ýlled me with festive cheer, and led me 
to reþect on one of the Clements Centerôs greatest attributes: the 
friendships and support we enjoy both here 
at SMU and beyond. I thought Iôd structure 
this update accordingly.
 In the few months since I arrived on 
campus, Iôve been struck by the tremendous 
good will shown to the Center. For instance, 
in October renowned photographer and 
longtime Clements Center Board member 
Laura Wilson hosted a lovely reception at 
her home welcoming my family and me to 
the university. Conversations among many 
of the guests that evening cohered around a 
central theme, captured nicely by Bill Tsutsui, 
Dean of Dedman College, when he described 
the Center as ña true jewelò in the SMU crown. Such accolades 
pay tribute to the vision of founding director David Weber and 
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on Poverty: A New Grass Roots History, 1964-1980 
(University of Georgia Press, 2011), edited by Annelise 
Orleck of Dartmouth, that includes a chapter he wrote 
which grew out of a ñWar on Povertyò conference 
he organized in 2003. Rodr²guez is currently writing 
Rethinking the Chicano Movement for the Routledge 
series ñAmerican Social and Political Movements of the 
20th Century.ò 

SYLVIA RODRÍGUEZ (2003-2004) writes that since retiring 
from the University of New Mexico in 2010 she has been 
engaged in two collaborative research projects focused 
on acequia or community irrigation systems. The ýrst 
is community-based research with the New Mexico 
Acequia Association, to address what they call the 
ñmayordomo crisis,ò involving knowledge loss, attrition, 
and inadequate replacement of mayordomos (or ditch 
bosses). The second is an NSF-funded multidisciplinary 
project based at New Mexico State University that 
investigates how acequias moderate natural and cultural 
systems. Her essay, ñWhat Tunnels Under Taos Plaza?ò 
was published in Plazas of New Mexico, edited by Chris 
Wilson and Stefanos Polyzoides (Trinity University 
Press, 2011); and her essay, ñOver Behind Mabelôs on 
Indian Land: Utopia and Thirdspace in Taos,ò will be 
published in the 
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SMU HISTORY GRADUATE STUDENT NEWS
JIMMY L. BRYAN (2006), associate professor of history 
at Lamar University, announces that his department has 
entered into an agreement with the Texas Gulf Historical 
Society to assume editorial responsibility of the Texas 
Gulf Historical and Biographical Record. Jimmy was 
appointed editor starting with the 2012 volume. Issued 
annually since 1965 and indexed in national databases, 
the Record publishes multidisciplinary articles focused 



8 / Clements Center for southwest studies / 214.768.3684

   The years 2011 to 2015 mark the sesquicentennial of 
the American Civil War, and 150 years later, the Civil 
War continues to fascinate the public. Civil War statistics 
are staggering, with more than 630,000 soldiers killed 
and almost 500,000 wounded out of a population of 31 
million. Americans experienced a collective loss, with few 
families escaping the death of a close relative or friend. 
As people today look to the past to ýnd an explanation for 
the conþict or consider the life of a relative engaged in 
battle, there are reenactments, seminars, and thousands of 
publications on the subject. Estimates for the number of 
books on Civil War topics range from 60,000 to 100,000, 
and more are published all the time.

   It is difýcult to escape from this þood tide, and over 
the decades, the DeGolyer Library has acquired, by gift 
and purchase, a wide variety of materials pertaining to 
the Civil War, including books, pamphlets, periodicals, 
newspapers, broadsides, manuscripts, and photographs, 
from Northern and Southern perspectives. While our 
printed materials are generally easy to ýnd through the 
online catalog, manuscripts and photographs can be 
relatively inaccessible to researchers, due to vagaries of 
cataloging systems and standards (which we are now 
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He later compiled a group of 100 photographs in a 
two-volume set, Gardner’s Photographic Sketch Book 
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Cushman Haven, who wrote from Washington, D.C., New 
York, Hampton Roads, Va., and Camp Parapet, Louisiana, 
where he died of diphtheria on June 25, 1863. Haven 
was a second lieutenant in the 162nd New York infantry. 
A1980.0015c

Valentine, Philo G. Papers, 1850-1868. 13 folders. Includes 
letters, essays, poetry, photographs, and obituary notice of 
a surgeon who served in the CSA in hospitals in Georgia 
and Arlington, Virginia. A1991.1726c

Wheeler, Nathaniel S. Papers, ca. 1865-1868. 5 folders (30 
items). Capt. Wheeler was the commander of Company G 
of the 125th U.S. Colored Troops (ñBuffalo Soldiersò) in 
Texas and New Mexico. Letters, printed forms, manuscript 
orders and receipts. A1999.2244c

__________________________________________

The DeGolyer Library will display two Civil War exhibits 
in 2013, held in conjunction with the Clements Center 
symposium, ñThe American West and the Civil War Era.ò 
The ýrst in February will feature Robin Stanfordôs Civil 
War collection. Collecting since the 1970s, Stanford 
has amassed one of the most important collections of 
Civil War stereographs and other related mate}ᵐԏᴀʤ in Gee moct] �R�Q�
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  On October 26, 2010, the SMU Latina/o History 
Project, which consists of two history graduate students, 
Ruben Arellano and 
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Scholars have long recognized that some of our 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21 ,  2012

Clements Center Brown Bag Lecture
12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m.
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