
FROM THE DIRECTOR:

Fall semester at the Clements Center was a joy.
Alone, or with co-sponsors, we hosted a series
of stimulating lectures by a wide range of

people that included acclaimed novelist ALAN WIER,
the much-honored archaeologist DAVID HURST

THOMAS, and the winner of this year's Clements prize
for the best book of non-fiction on the Southwest,
historian CLAUDIO SAUNT. Some of our events took
place off campus. At the Latino Cultural Center in
downtown Dallas, the Center joined the Mexican
consulate to sponsor a talk by Mexican scholar
OCTAVIO HERRERA PÉREZ, and in
Vancouver, British Columbia, the
Center orchestrated a conference
with Simon Fraser University. That
exciting Vancouver conference,
which will have an SMU analogue
in March, looks at the similarities
between the U.S.-Canada and the
U.S.-Mexico borders and was the
brainchild of SMU historian BEN

JOHNSON and former Clements
Center fellow, 
were in residence. 

MONICA PERALES, who teaches
history at the University of Houston and holds the
Summerlee Fellowship in Texas History, was writing
about Smeltertown near El Paso; DEBORAH KANG

from Berkeley was writing a timely history of the

U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service on the
U.S.-Mexico border; historian ANDREW NEEDHAM

from the University of Michigan by way of Bard
College, was writing about the transfer of energy
from Indian country to the urban Southwest in the
post-war period; and CHRIS WILSON, the J. B. Jackson
Professor of Cultural Landscape Studies in the School
of Architecture and Planning at the University of New
Mexico was working on two projects: “The Life,
Death, and Rebirth of Southwest Urbanism” and
Center Place, Plaza, Square: The Historic Commu-
nity Spaces of New Mexico, forthcoming in 2008
from Trinity University Press. Senior scholar

CYNTHIA RADDING, who directs the
Latin American & Iberian Institute at
the University of New Mexico, will
take Chris's place in January and join
the other three fellows who will
remain in residence through the
spring. 

Each of these fellows enriches the
intellectual life of our community,
whether through public lectures or
corridor conversation. Then they
move on. I was reminded of how
successfully they move on and how
numerous they've become when I
attended the annual meeting of theThennual meetranged how
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next year from the University of Nebraska Press and
the University of Calgary Press; MARSHA WEISIGER

(2000-01), FLANNERY BURKE (2002-03), DEBORAH

COHEN (2003-04), and BRIAN FREHNER (2004-05),
whose book manuscripts are in various stages of
completion; and MARC RODRIGUEZ (2003-04), who co-
chaired the program committee for the annual confer-
ence.

A decade ago, before the Clements Center came into
being, SMU cast a slender shadow at the Western
History Association's annual convention. Now, thanks
to the generous gifts of GOVERNOR CLEMENTS and his
friends, we've become conspicuous at the WHA--and
not just because of the presence of former Clements
Center fellows. Governor Clement’s gift allowed SMU
to expand the number of faculty and graduate students
and both were in evidence at the WHA meeting in St.
Louis. Three faculty members were on the program—
Ben Johnson (who was also on the program
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On November 9th, the Clements Center co-spon-
sored an event with the Mexican Consulate and the
City of Dallas’s Latino Cultural Center to honor
Mexican historian OCTAVIO HERRERA PÉREZ and to
introduce his book to a U.S. audience: La Zona Libre:
Excepción Fiscal y Conformación Histórica de la Fron-
tera Norte de México.

In 2002 Professor Herrera
received a Clements Center-
DeGolyer Library Travel
Research Grant, which made it
possible for him to spend three
weeks examining maps of the
borderlands as well as other
related materials for his book.
The evening began with
AMBASSADOR ENRIQUE

HUBBARD URREA, Consul
General of Mexico,

commenting on the book’s significance. The book’s
publisher, MERCEDES DE VEGA, Director of the Direc-
ción General del Acervo Histórico Diplomático de la
Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores explained why she
had selected this book for publication. DAVID WEBER

described the grant program that brought Octavio
Herrera to SMU and how it relates to the goals of the
Clements Center. OCTAVIO HERRERA PÉREZ shared
stories about the genesis of his project, how the scope
had broadened and the purpose deepened over 10 years
of research and writing. After praising this massive
amount of research, ROBERTO R. CALDERÓN, Associate
Professor, Department of History, University of North
Texas, gave a summary and analysis. The Center is
grateful to Professor Calderón for providing the
following comments and allowing the expanded version

to be posted on the Center’s Web site:
smu.edu/swcenter/CommentCalderon.htm

Comments on La Zona Libre
by Roberto Calderón:

“ Markets, Trade & Neighbors—The Making of
Mexico’s Northern Border with the United States”

“Octavio Herrera Pérez’s La Zona Libre: Excepción
Fiscal y Conformación Histórica de la Frontera Norte
de México (La Zona Libre: Fiscal Exceptionalism & the
Historical Formation
of Mexico’s Northern
Border) is history
written on a grand
scale. La Zona Libre is
an ambitious project
that seeks to establish
itself as the definitive
text in the field on the
particular subject,
which is the development of trade and tariff policy-
making along the length of Mexico’s border with the
United States. There can be no question that Octavio
Herrera in pursuing this objective achieves his purpose
in this important and lengthy study. 

“La Zona Libre is a history that stretches over a
long period of time beginning in the late colonial
period and ending with the passage of the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement, NAFTA, in 1994. It is a
history that has been widely recognized and awarded
several prizes within México’s historical profession,
both at the stage of its being a doctoral thesis and after.
It is a history researched and written by a relatively
young historian representative of that generation of
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The Texas Almanac &
State Industrial Guide:

1936 Texas Centennial Edition

For scholars of world fairs, national
fairs, state fairs, and Texas history, this
1936 almanac is a gem. “Matching
Texans’ high expectations for the state’s
centennial celebration,” wrote JACKIE

McELHANEY in her introduction, “this 512-
page Centennial edition was the largest
Almanac in its 80-year history. In addition
to its usual aggregate of statistical and

historical information, it extolled the virtues of Texas
and promoted the Centennial Exposition.”

The Clements Center re-published the 1936 Texas
Almanac in a limited numbered edition of 300 copies.
Accompanying the book is a replica of the two-sided
map (18-1/2” x 27”) that came with the 1936 edition.
One side is a map of Texas with industrial information
and on the reverse side is the map, “Texas for Tourists.”
The Almanac with the map costs $25 and is for sale
through the Clements Center. Flat maps, suitable for
framing, are $15. Order forms are on the Center’s Web
site: www.smu.edu/swcenter/Almanac.htm.

(continued on page 4)

Elizabeth Alvarez, editor of

the Texas Almanac at Belo

Corp., accepts the 1936

reproduction and tourist

map from Jackie McElhaney,

who originated the project.

CELEBRATION OF OCTAVIO HERRERA’S BOOK: LA ZONA LIBRE

Ambassador Enrique Hubbard Urrea, Consul

General of Mexico, welcomes guests. 

David Weber, Mercedes de Vega, Octavio Herrera Pérez,

and Roberto Calderón
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NEWS FROM CLEMENTS CENTER FELLOWS

FLANNERY BURKE (2002-03), Assistant
Professor, History Department of
History at California State University,
Northridge, attended the Western
History Association in St. Louis, with
her husband Pat and their son, Kevin.
Flannery had just received news that
she won the Butcher Award, which was
established in 2001 by the Women of
the West Museum, a part of the Autry
National Center. This award supports
the work of a promising scholar whose
project demonstrates innovation and
creativity and whose product enhances
a current museum initiative.

Flannery has been on leave since September while she
completes revisions on her manuscript, “Longing and
Belonging: Mabel Dodge Luhan and New York’s Avant-
Garde in Taos,” which the University Press of Kansas
will publish. She will use the Butcher Award to fund the
research for the epilogue, a study of how Georgia O’Ke-
effe literally became the “poster girl” for New Mexico.

DEBORAH COHEN (2003-2004), Assistant Professor,
Department of History and Institute for Women’s and
Gender Studies, University of Missouri-St. Louis, sent
word that her manuscript, “Bordering Modernities: Race,
Masculinity, and the Cultural Politics of Mexico - U.S.
Migration” is under review with two distinguished
presses. 

BRIAN DeLAY (2005-2006), Assistant Professor, Depart-
ment of History, University of Colorado at Boulder, has
two articles coming out this spring. The first, “Indepen-
dent Indians and the U.S.-Mexican War,” will appear in
the February issue of the American Historical Review;
the second “The Wider World of the Handsome Man:
Southern Plains Indians Invade Mexico, 1830-1846,”
will appear in the thern .7A iist744he 
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Strongly allied with the Clements Center is the
DeGolyer Library, a rare book and special collections
library, which began its life as a formal, corporate
body in 1957. Given to SMU in 1974, the DeGolyer
Library grew out of the private collections of E.L.
DeGolyer, Sr. (1886-1956) and his son, E.L.
DeGolyer, Jr. (1923-1977). Visiting fellows and other
researchers have made good use of the DeGolyer’s
holdings in the past and as its collections have
become more accessible and better known, we antici-
pate that more books and essays will be based upon
the DeGolyer’s primary materials. At present, we hold
110,000 rare books, over 2,500 separate manuscript
collections, about 500,000 photographs, approxi-
mately 3,000 early maps, over 2,000 periodical and
newspaper titles, and a sizable collection of printed
ephemera.

Great strengths of the
DeGolyer Library include
early voyages and travels,
especially those bearing on
the European discovery and
exploration of the New World.
The collection of Western
Americana is numbered
among the finest in the
country, and the library also

has exceptionally well-developed collections in the
fields of business history and transportation history, in
particular the history of railroads. Our holdings in the
history of science, especially geology, also have much
to offer the researcher.

Our oldest book is the Latin
edition of the Christopher
Columbus Letter, published in
Rome in 1493. Important in its
own right, it also stands at the
head of our collecting efforts in
many ways, emblematic of
travel, discovery, the European encounter with the
Americas, the promise of riches, the reality of dashed
hopes. What makes the DeGolyer useful for the
researcher, however, is our commitment to collecting
not only the great rarities but also the more common-
place imprints of the western country: almanacs,
pamphlets, cookbooks, laws, promotional literature,
broadsides, proceedings of social, fraternal, and
educational institutions, religious publications, and
homespun poetry and fiction. These humble produc-
tions of the press often contain much to recommend
them, and, in the aggregate, they form a body of liter-
ature just as rare and historically valuable as the
Columbus Letter.

News from Clements Center Fellows

JAMES SNEAD (1998-99) was promoted to Associate
Professor at George Mason University in August 2006.
His new book, “Knowing the Country: Archaeology,
Landscape, and the Pueblo World” is in press at the
University of Arizona Press (expected Spring 2008).  

SAM TRUETT (1997-98) was tenured
and promoted in the Department of
History at the University of New
Mexico in summer 2006. His
fellowship manuscript, Fugitive
Landscapes: The Forgotten History
of the U.S.-Mexico Borderlands,
appeared in October 2006 with Yale
University Press. In October he
was also awarded the Western
History Association’s Bolton-

Kinnaird Award in Borderlands History for his essay,
“Epics of Greater America: Herbert Eugene Bolton’s
Quest for a Transnational American History,” in
Christopher Schmidt-Nowara and John Nieto-Phillips,
eds., Interpreting Spanish Colonialism: Empires,

Nations, and Legends (University of New Mexico
Press, 2005). He is currently working on a new book,
“Old New Worlds: Ruins, Borderlands, and Empire in
America,” which examines the fascination with Amer-
ican ruins and antiquity from the sixteenth century to
the present, with a focus on the U.S., Mexico, and
Central America, and was awarded a University of New
Mexico research grant to work on this project at the
British Library in the summer of 2006.

OMAR VALERIO JIMÉNEZ (2001-02) has joined the
Department of History at The University of Iowa as an
Assistant Professor. His manuscript, “Rio Grande
Crossings: Identity and Nation in the Mexico-Texas
Borderlands, 1749-1890,” which he worked on while a
Clements Center fellow, is under contract with Duke
University Press.  

MARTINA WILL DE CHAPARRO (2001-02), Assistant
Professor of History, Texas Woman’s University, has
her book, Death and Dying in New Mexico, featured in
the University of New Mexico’s spring catalogue.

Margaret Connell Szasz (UNM), Sam

Truett, and David Weber celebrate

Sam’s book.

(continued from page 5)

DEGOLYER LIBRARY: 50 YEARS OF INSTITUTIONAL COLLECTING 
by Russell L. Martin, Director

(1)

(2)



7CLEMENTS CENTER FOR SOUTHWEST STUDIES  /   www.smu.edu/swcenter  /

Manuscripts at the DeGolyer are extensive, and
include the papers of JOHN KINGSBURY, trader in Santa
Fe; the diary of LUCY PIER STEVENS from Civil War
Texas; the letter book of GENERAL WILLIAM JACKSON

PALMER, treasurer of the Kansas Pacific Railroad;2.8112 710M3.316e.316e.316e.3Sn(/F1reasurer omr87.7.11649 82.6072 673.8901 Tm0.0065 T0.033N. ROWEPIER STEVENS)Tj/F2 1 T150.7.151649 82.6072 6.73 Tm0 gc Rthe diary of 
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R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R M

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Organization or school (if applicable): __________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________     Email: ___________________________________________________

Registration fee: (please check where applicable)
General admission (tax is included): Student admission:
____ $   5.00 ____ $   2.00 for conference only
____ $ 20.00 with lunch (must be paid in advance)* ____ $ 10.00 with lunch (must be paid in advance)*

Whatever your choice of the above, PLEASE register in advance, either by mail, phone, or online at
http://smu.edu/swcenter/SMU-Bridging_Borders.htm. To register by phone, call (214) 768-3684.
The lunch menu is posted on the registration Web site. Please contact us if you need special accommodations.

* Please mail your check for the lunch buffet made out to Clements Center for Southwest Studies:
William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies, Southern Methodist University, P.O. Box 750176,
Dallas, TX 75275-0176
Driving directions: http://www.smu.edu/maps/download/ 
Parking information: http://www.smu.edu/maps/VisitorsParkingMap2003-04.pdf

This symposium is approved for CEU credit of 4 hours (morning or afternoon session) or 7 hours (all day session).
CEU Certificate will be awarded to attendee at the end of the session/s attended.

The William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies 

Announces the 2007 Public Symposium

Bridging National Borders in North America
Symposium: Saturday, March 24, 2007 

Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas

Dallas Hall, McCord Auditorium - 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 P.M.

Bridging National Borders in
North America will convene an
international group of scholars to
discuss the history of borderlands in
North America. Over the past
century “Borderlands” has become
shorthand for the U.S. Southwest

and the Mexican north, yet little attention has been paid
to the border dividing Canada and the U.S. despite a
similarly rich history. This conference aims to correct
that oversight. In an era when all of North America’s
borders are growing economically, demographically and
politically more important, it is imperative to cast light
on the collective history of these regions. Sharing
knowledge on First Nations peoples, labor migration,
industrial growth, political policies, and environmental
trends, this conference will illustrate how the shared

histories of Canadians, Mexicans and Americans hold
lessons for all of North American and beyond.

This two-part symposium, co-sponsored by the
William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies at
Southern Methodist University (SMU) and the Depart-
ment of History at Simon Fraser University (SFU),
included the initial public presentations held at SFU in
greater Vancouver in September 2006. Ultimately a
university press will publish the papers as a volume
edited by the conference organizers: Andrew Graybill,
University of Nebraska; Benjamin H. Johnson,
Southern Methodist University; and Joseph E. Taylor
III, Simon Fraser University.

This project is undertaken with the assistance of the
Government of Canada/ avec l’aide du gouvernement
du Canada.
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Bridging National Borders in North America
Dallas Hall, McCord Auditorium (3rd floor)

SATURDAY, MARCH 24

8:30-9:00 REGISTRATION COFFEE

9:00-9:30 INTRODUCTION 
Andrew Graybill, University of Lincoln Nebraska
Benjamin Johnson, Southern Methodist University

9:30-10:00 PART I: PATHS NOT TAKEN: THE EMERGENCE OF NATIONAL BORDERS
“‘Glass Curtains and Storied Landscapes’: The Fur Trade, National Borders, and
Historians” Bethel Saler, Haverford College and Carolyn Podruchny, York University

10:00-10:15  BREAK

10:15-11:15 PART II: PEOPLES IN BETWEEN
“Conflict and Cooperation in the Making of Texas-Mexico Border Society, 1848-1880”
Miguel Ángel González Quiroga, Colegio de Historia, Universidad Autónoma de Nuevo León

“Between Race and Nation: The Creation of a Métis Borderland on the Northern Plains,
1850-1900” Michel Hogue, University of Wisconsin-Madison

11:15-11:30 COFFEE BREAK

11:30-12:30 PART III: ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL AND STATE-MAKING
“Epidemics, Indians, and Border-Making in the Nineteenth-Century Pacific Northwest”
Jennifer Seltz, independent scholar

“Divided Ranges: Trans-Border Ranches and the Creation of National Space along the
Western Mexico-U.S. Border” Rachel St. John, Harvard University

12:30-1:45 LUNCHEON – UMPHREY LEE BALLROOM  

1:45-3:15 PART IV: MODERN BORDER ENFORCEMENT AND CONTESTATION
“Crossing the Line: The INS and the Federal Regulation of the Mexican Border”  
S. Deborah Kang, Clements Center for Southwest Studies Research Fellow, Southern Methodist
University

“Pacific Policies: State Power and Salmon in the Canada-U.S. Borderlands” Lissa Wadewitz,
Linfield College, currently on leave at the Lane Center for the Study of the North American West,
Stanford University

“The International Borders in Relation to One Another: Japanese Immigrants in the North
American West” Andrea A. E. Geiger, Simon Fraser University

3:15-3:30 BREAK

3:30-4:30 PART V: BORDER REPRESENTATION AND NATIONAL IDENTITY
“Tourism, Culture, and the Modern Self along the U.S.-Mexico Border, 1880-1940”
Catherine Cocks, School of American Research Press  

“Projecting the In-Between: Cinematic Representations of National Borders in North
America, 1929-1960” Dominique Brégent-Heald, Memorial University of Newfoundland

4:30-5:00 COMMENTARY AND DISCUSSION 
Joseph Taylor III, Simon Fraser University
John Mack Faragher, Yale University

5:00 RECEPTION
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W E D N E S D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  2 4   

Clements Center Brown Bag Lecture
12 noon to 1:00 p.m.
Texana Room, DeGolyer Library 
6404 Hilltop Lane & McFarlin Blvd.

MONICA PERALES, 2006 Summerlee Fellow in Texas
History; Associate Professor of History, University of
Houston  

“Lenses into the Past: Recovering the History of 
Mexican American Women through Family

Photography in Smeltertown, TX, 1915-1950”

Today there is little evidence
of the Mexican community of
Smeltertown, the now-extinct
community that formed at the
base of the American Smelting
and Refining Company’s
copper smelter in El Paso,
Texas. Company and profes-
sional photographs locate
Mexican Smeltertown and

reveal the significant role that Mexican workers played
in the daily operations of the plant. But because they
focus on the smelter and the work done there, these
photographs reveal male-centered communities and
spaces defined principally by work. Dr. Perales exam-
ines how personal family photographs help to illuminate
how women in Smeltertown articulated and defined
meanings of community in their daily lives. Family
snapshots reveal a more textured view of daily life in
Mexican Smeltertown, and show a community, though
marked by work at the smelter, not solely defined by
male labor. Instead, family photographs provide a
window into the various relationships – relationships
between family members, friends and neighbors; rela-
tionships with the company; and with the schools and
the Catholic Church – that helped to determine commu-
nity boundaries, and illustrate how the women created
their own spaces and communities within Smeltertown.
For more information, please see
www.smu.edu/swcenter/PeralesBB.htm.

S A T U R D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  2 7

Dallas Legacies Conference
“Dallas: Lost and Found” 
8:15 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Hatton W. Sumners Courtroom,
4th floor, Old Red Courthouse, 100 South Houston St.,
Dallas, TX 75202  
For more information, call 214-421-5141, ext. 3801

Many people, places, and events played
significant roles in Dallas history but are
largely forgotten today. With this in mind, the
steering committee for the 8th Annual Lega-
cies Dallas History Conference has picked as
its theme, “Dallas: Lost and Found.” Among
the individuals being profiled are THOMAS L.

MARSALIS, the developer of Oak Cliff;
BENJAMIN BLUITT, the first African-Amer-
ican surgeon in Texas; and POLLY SMITH, a
Depression-era photographer whose work adorns the
walls in the Hall of State. Other papers will look at
historic hotels and restaurants, African-American neigh-
borhoods during the era of Jim Crow, some forgotten
literary connections to Dallas, and the lost opportunity
to beautify Mill Creek.

Clements Center Advisory Panel member, JACKIE

McELHANEY, will be among the speakers, along with
popular Dallas historian DARWIN PAYNE, architects JIM

BARNES and MARCEL QUIMBY, DWAYNE JONES of
Preservation Dallas, EVELYN BARKER
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