
From the Director:
Last autumn’s overcast skies were decidedly un-south-
western, but Andrea Boardman and Ruth Ann Elmore kept
the Clements Center aglow. We heard some terrific talks
in our brown bag lunch series, and have more to come this
semester. The evening lecture series on Picturing the
American West, which we have co-sponsored with the Art
History department, continues into spring semester with
distinguished visitors and lively topics. In the autumn we
hosted a fabulous day-long symposium with the Meadows
Museum, New Spain: The First Flowering of American
Colonial Arts. In the spring we’ll sponsor another day-
long symposium, this time on twentieth-century politics in
Western America with financial help from the Tower
Center. Details about the semester’s forthcoming events

are in this newsletter.
Many of our activities make ripples

beyond our local community. For the last
six years we’ve hosted annual symposia
that have become, or will become,
books. Last year, for example, saw the
publication of Continental Crossroads:
Remapping U.S.-Mexico Borderlands
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Virginia Kerns wins Clements Book Prize for 
Scenes from the High Desert: Julian Steward’s Life and Theory

On November 12,
Virginia Kerns
came to Dallas to
accept her $2,500
prize for 2003
William P.
Clements Prize for
the Best Non-
Fiction Book on
Southwestern
America. Speaking
to an audience of
anthropologists,
archaeologists, his-
torians, and the
general public,

Kerns highlighted the roots and significance of Steward’s
work. “What took Kerns to the top is the combination of
an interesting, significant biography with a cogent discus-
sion of theoretical matters, all demonstrating how a disci-
pline important to understanding the Southwest emerged
and developed,” wrote David Farmer, committee chair of
the judging panel. “I especially admire the way Kerns
addresses Steward’s male-centered approach to anthropol-
ogy. She helps the reader understand attitudes of the time
while elucidating the forces in Steward’s life that shaped
his opinions about women.”

In his book review, Richard O. Clemmer, University of
Denver, wrote “Kerns has accomplished a remarkable
feat: the biography of a major figure in anthropology that
tackles issues at the core of the discipline and
its history yet presents a readable and at
times entertaining narrative.” [2004 Journal
of the Royal Anthropological Institute (1
(3): 728]

Julian Steward (1902-72), a prominent
twentieth-century anthropologist and theo-
rist, was arguably the first in his field to
focus consistently on the intersection of
nature and culture. His environmental per-
spective, which he called cultural ecology,
influenced generations of archaeologists and
cultural anthropologists. Although Steward considered his
ideas to be a product of scientific inquiry, Virginia Kerns,
drawing on the evidence of his own life, suggests that they
had a far more complex genesis. In her recent book,
Scenes from the High Desert, she locates the primary
source of his theory in the landscapes of the arid West and
in autobiographical memory. Virginia Kerns is a professor
of Anthropology, College of William & Mary. 

For more information about the book prize, please visit
the Center’s Web site at www.smu.edu/swcenter 

Clements Center director David Weber present-
ing award to Virginia Kerns

FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED returns to
Texas but this time it is in a new publica-
tion in the Library of Texas Series, edited
by David Farmer and David J. Weber. A



18:00 Registration

18:30 Welcome

18:45 Introductions by Jeff Roche, organizer, 
Department of History, College of Wooster

19:00 Region, Identity, & Progressive Politics

Michael Steiner, Department of American
Studies, California State University, Fullerton

“Carey McWilliams, Western Regionalism,
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“The Political Legacies of the American West”
Saturday, February 26, 2005, 8:30 a.m. to 5:15 p.m.

Hughes Trigg Student Center Theater, McFarlin Blvd. and Hilltop Lane

R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R M

This seminar is open to the public. Students are encouraged to attend.

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Organization or school (if applicable): __________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Registration fee (please check where applicable):

General admission (tax is included): 
■■ $ 5.00 
■■ $20.00 with hot lunch buffet (must be paid in advance)*

Student admission:
■■ Free admission for conference only
■■ $10.00 with hot lunch buffet (must be paid in advance)*

Whatever your choice of the above, PLEASE regist  (muigTc
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Southwestern America


