
From the Director:

Last spring the Center celebrated the completion
of its tenth academic year, a year that began
and ended on high notes.  

The year began with terrific news from the
Summerlee Foundation and its two historians, David
Jackson and John Crain. The Foundation awarded
the Center a grant to support residential research
fellowships in Texas history for the next three years.
The first of those fellows, Monica Perales, is in resi-
dence this fall and will be with us through the spring
of 2007 (for more on Monica, see page 3). The
Summerlee fellowship raises the number of year-
long research fellows at the Center from three to
four (see inside for the other
2006-07 fellows).                 

The year ended with a
remarkably successful fund-
raising event, initiated and
orchestrated by the chairman
of the Center’s Advisory
Panel, George Bayoud. In
April our benefactors, Bill
and Rita Clements,
graciously opened their home
to celebrate the completion of
the Center’s first decade, and
friends of Governor and Mrs.
Clements generously contri-
buted some $250,000 to
further the work of the Center. This money will help
us in many ways, but primarily it will support more
residential fellows at the Center. Our applicant pool
is highly competitive and in years when our
committee is agonizing between two candidates,
we’ll now be able to award fellowships to each.

Residential research fellowships have been the
heart of our enterprise. They advance scholarship on
the American Southwest by providing scholars with
the precious gift of uninterrupted time to focus on
their research and writing. By their nature, research
and writing are solitary and lonely tasks, but the
Center brings scholars to a place that is charged with
intellectual energy. The scholars interact with our

faculty, with our graduate students, and with one
another, and all are richer for it. 

Although the academic world recognizes the
importance of post-doctoral research centers for
advancing scholarship, those centers that focus on
the humanities and the social sciences have been
academic step children. Federal money has flowed
to the more favored hard sciences. At SMU,
however, the Clements Center has been unusually
fortunate to receive generous gifts from the private
sector. Beginning with Bill and Rita Clements’
establishment of an endowment for the Center and
the Clements Department of History a decade ago,
the Center has been blessed with a remarkable

number of gifts.
Some of those gifts have

come from members of the
Center’s Advisory Panel, who
have supported our Ph.D.
students’ summer research.
This summer’s student recipi-
ents and their projects are
listed inside this newsletter,
where you will discover that
work on the Southwest can
take students to Spain,
Mexico, and Berlin!  

A decade after its founding,
the Clements Center is
thriving in this fertile Texas

environment. In particular, it has fostered the
production and publication of important books on
our region–books written by our post-doctoral
fellows, books generated by our exciting annual
conferences (see inside for details), and reprints of
classic Texana, among them a limited edition of the
1936 Texas Almanac with a new introduction by
Jackie McElhaney (see page 2).

As we begin our second decade, Sherry Smith,
Andrea Boardman, Ruth Ann Elmore, and I consider
ourselves privileged to preside over a growing
research center and grateful for the support that
we’ve received from so many directions.
David J. Weber
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SMU President Gerald Turner presenting Rita and Bill Clements with

the book by Fellow Colleen O’Neill at the fundraising event.
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Introducing the 2006-2007 

Bill and Rita Clements Research Fellows for the Study of Southwestern America 

and the Summerlee Foundation Fellow in Texas History

This year the Clements Center has a full house, with a
special thanks to the Summerlee Foundation! We are
welcoming FIVE fellows, two for one semester each
and three for both semesters. Their training and inter-
ests span disciplines and centuries but their common
ground is in the borderlands.

S. DEBORAH KANG received her
M.A. in Jurisprudence and Social
Policy and Ph.D. in history from
the University of California at
Berkeley. During her year at the
Clements Center she will revise
her manuscript “The Legal
Construction of the Borderlands:

The INS, Immigration Law, and Immigrant Rights on
the U.S.-Mexico Border, 1917-1954.” Providing a
comprehensive history of Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service (INS) operations on the U.S.-Mexico
border, the manuscript will offer new insights into the
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broaden and deepen my coverage of cultural and
ecological ‘borderlands.’ Participation in seminar
discussions with scholars and students will help me to
develop critical articles leading to a book-length essay
on building the cross-disciplinary bridges necessary for
researching and writing historical narratives that
comprehend both the empirical and theoretical founda-
tions of sister disciplines like geography, ecology, and
anthropology.”

CHRIS WILSON is the J. B. Jackson Professor of
Cultural Landscape Studies in the School of

Architecture and Planning at the University
of New Mexico. He also is a consulting
architectural historian for various govern-
ment agencies and architectural firms.

During the fall semester, Chris will develop
his manuscript, “The Life, Death, and Rebirth of

Southwest Urbanism,” while living in the kind of
neighborhood-within-a-city, which is similar to those he
is studying: “Mixed-use and multifamily
buildings–from business blocks to courtyard apart-

ments–once helped create walkable neighborhoodsbuildistreets,borhoods
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News from Clements Center Fellows

JULIANA BARR (1999-2000), Department of History,





Each year the Clements Center works closely with its partner, the
Clements Department of History, to support graduate student
research travel. Through the generosity of Clements Center Advi-
sory Panel members, five students received funding this summer.  

MATTHEW BABCOCK traveled to Spain thanks to Philip Jonsson
and the Jonsson Foundation, where he presented a paper at the
Congreso de Americanistas in Seville and conducted research in
various archives for his dissertation, “Turning Apaches into
Spaniards: North America’s Forgotten Indian Reservations.” 

JOSÉ GABRIEL MARTÍNEZ SERNA received the
Foster/McElhaney Fellowship to do research in
the Mexican archives of Parras, Saltillo,
Monterrey, Chihuahua, Durango, Zacatecas, and
Mexico City for his project on the Jesuit mission
and colegio in Parras, Coahuila, one of the
earliest in Mexico. 

DAVID REX GALINDO received the Watson/Coffee Fellowship, which he used to
work in the Nettie Lee Benson Collection at the University of Texas–Austin and in
San Antonio’s Catholic Archives, for his study of “the Indian” in Franciscan ideology
and the influence of those ideas on Indian-missionary relations. 

ALICIA DEWEY received the Hutchison Fellowship to travel to archives in South
Texas to research the impact of financial failure and bankruptcy on the lives of individuals and commu-
nities along the Texas-Mexico border between 1898 and 1941. 

ANNA BANHÉGYI received the Wellington/Mohraz Fellowship to do research in film archives in Berlin
and in Amherst, Massachusetts, for her dissertation: “European Perceptions of the American West:
“When Marx Met Osceola: Ideology and Mythology in the Eastern-Bloc Western Film.” Her work will
feature the Eastern European actor, Mitic Gojko, playing the role of a brave Native American leader.
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William P. Clements Department of History – Ph.D. Updates

Street scene in Parras, Coahuila

near the Jesuit colegio.

Mitic Gojko starring in

Chingachgook the Great

Snake.

An Overview of the Ph.D. Program of the 

William P. Clements Department of History

Students in SMU’s Ph.D. program receive training in three fields: American history, the history of the
Southwest and Mexico, and global and comparative history. The History Department awards fellowships to
all students accepted into the program, and this funding is guaranteed for a period of five years for those
who continue to work at the highest level of excellence. (See www
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This symposium will be offered in two
venues: in the fall of 2007 at the School
of American Research in Santa Fe and
in the spring of 2008 at Southern
Methodist University. Organizers are
SHERRY SMITH, Clements Center and
SMU Department of History; JAMES

BROOKS, School of American Research;
and, BRIAN FREHNER, Department of
History, Oklahoma State University. The
symposium and the resulting book of
essays will provide an historical context
for energy development on Native

American lands and put forth ideas that may guide
future public policy formation. Collectively, the presen-
tations will make the case that the American Southwest
is particularly well-suited for exploring how people
have transformed the region’s resources into fuel
supplies for human consumption. Not only do Native
Americans possess a large percentage of the region’s
total acreage, but on their lands reside much of the
nation’s oil, coal, and uranium resources. Regional
weather patterns have also enabled native people to take
advantage of solar and wind power as effective sources
of energy. Although presentations will document histo-
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“Writing about Multiple Borderlands”
DAVID J. WEBER, William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies

PATHS NOT TAKEN: THE EMERGENCE OF NATIONAL BORDERS

“‘Glass Curtains and Storied Landscapes’: Fur Trade Historiography in Canada and the U.S.”
CAROLYN PODRUCHNY, York University

BETHEL SALER, Haverford College

PEOPLES IN BETWEEN

“Conflict and Cooperation in the Making of Texas-Mexico Border Society, 1848-1880”

MIGUEL ÁNGEL GONZÁLEZ QUIROGA, Universidad Autónoma de Nuevo León, Mexico

“Between Race and Nation: The Creation of a Métis Borderland on the Northern Plains, 1850-1900”
MICHEL HOGUE, University of Wisconsin-Madison

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL AND STATE-MAKING

“Epidemics, Indians and Border-Making in the Nineteenth-Century Pacific Northwest”
JENNIFER SELTZ, Independent Scholar

“Divided Ranges: Trans-Border Ranches and the Creation of National Space 
along the Western Mexico-U.S. Border”

RACHEL ST. JOHN, Harvard University

MODERN BORDER ENFORCEMENT AND CONTESTATION
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