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EDUCATION: 

 

Carlson School of Management, University of Minnesota  

 Ph.D. in Organizational Behavior and Strategic Management, August 1995 

 Secondary fields:  Psychology, Sociology, and Statistics 

 Dissertation:  A Goal Orientation Model of Feedback Seeking Behavior 

 Dissertation Chair:  Larry Cummings 

 Committee: Ruth Kanfer, Judi McLean Parks, Mary Nichols, Andrew Van de Ven 

 

University of Kansas 

 M. B. A. with a Human Resource Management emphasis 

 

Park College 

 B. A. with a double major in Communications and Economics/Business 

 Magna Cum Laude, Presidential Scholar, and Departmental Honors 

 Parker Memorial Award for the Outstanding Graduating Senior 

 

RESEARCH AGENDA: 
 

The underlying theme of my research agenda is the investigation of psychological factors 

that influence skill development and personal performance improvement. The principal 

pursuit of this theme has been a systematic research program that has investigated how 

goal orientation (achievement motivation) preferences influence the use of self-

management activities such as goal setting, feedback seeking, and planning to enhance 

personal performance and success. A second research agenda examines how a leader’s 

implicit theory about ability (a fixed or a growth mindset) influences a leader’s self-

management and management of others. 

 

http://www.cox.smu.edu/web/donald-m.-vandewalle
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/don-vandewalle/3/452/a4
https://publons.com/researcher/1757706/don-vandewalle/
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NATIONAL and INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS: 

 
 Nerstad, C., Glasø L., & Vandewalle, D. “
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 Vandewalle, D. “Goal orientation comes of age for adults: A literature review.” Academy of 

Management Annual Meeting
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Motivation in Context Workshop (2007) 

Department of Psychology, University of Zurich 
 

Colloquium Presentation (2006) 

Jones School of Business and Department of Psychology, Rice University 
 

Colloquium Presentation (2005) 

Ross School of Business, The University of Michigan 
 

Colloquium Presentation (2005) 

Broad School of Business, Michigan State University 
 

Colloquium Presentation (2005) 

School of Psychology, University of Gent, Belgium 
 

Keynote Address (2005) 

IOOB National Conference, Florida Institute of Technology 
 

Colloquium Presentation (2005) 

Fisher School of Business, The Ohio State University 
 

Colloquium Presentation (2004) 

School of Psychology, The Georgia Institute of Technology 
 

11th Annual Teaching Effectiveness Symposium (2004) 

Center for Teaching Excellence, Southern Methodist University 
 

Colloquium Presentation (2004) 

Marshall School of Business, University of Southern California 
 

OB/OMT Junior Faculty Workshop (2001) 

Academy of Management National Conference 
 

Ph.D. Seminar Presentation (2001) 

School of Management, University Of Texas—Dallas  
 

Colloquium Presentation (2000) 

Department of Clinical and Social Sciences in Psychology, University of Rochester 
 

Colloquium Presentation (2000) 

Robert H. Smith School of Business, University of Maryland 
 

6th Annual Teaching Effectiveness Symposium (1999) 

Center for Teaching Excellence, Southern Methodist University 
 

Ph.D. Seminar Presentation (1999) 

School of Management, University Of Texas—Dallas  
 

Colloquium Presentation (1998) 

Department of Psychology, Southern Methodist University 
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EMPLOYMENT: 

Cox School of Business, Southern Methodist University (1995 to present) 
 Altshuler Distinguished Teaching Professor (2010 to present) 

 Chair, Management & Organizations Department (2006-2014) 

 Associate Professor of Management & Organizations (2001 to present) 

 Assistant Professor of Management & Organizations (1995-2001). 

 Teaching and independent study supervision for organizational behavior and leadership 

courses at the BBA, MBA, PMBA, EMBA, and Executive Education levels. 

 

Carlson School of Management, University of Minnesota-Twin Cities  
 Instructor for five sections of MGMT 3002: The Psychology of Management. 

 Teaching assistant for MGMT 8033: Managing the Strategy Process. 
 

Kansas City, Kansas Community College  
 Founding Honors Program Director: Led from ground zero the development of the 

Presidential Scholar and Honors Program. Led the recruitment, academic advising, and 

curriculum for 150-plus program scholars. 

 Business Faculty: Taught financial and managerial accounting, general management, micro 

and macro economics, human resource management, and in the PACE adult education 

program. Developed and taught the honors program accounting sequence curriculum. 

 

Park College  
 Athletic Director: Led the growth of the athletic department from 3 to 12 NAIA varsity 

level teams; Responsible for athletic program development, competition scheduling, staff 

hiring and leadership, NAIA institutional compliance, athletic department sports information 

and fundraising, and facilities management and development. 

 Founding Head Track and Cross-Country Coach: Developed from ground zero a 

nationally competitive track and cross-country program that produced 33 NAIA Academic 

and Athletic All-Americans, 19 teams competing in national competition, and 3 teams with a 

top 10 finish in national competition. Hold the US record at age 21 for the youngest head 

coach in history for an NCAA or NAIA level collegiate athletic team. 

 Director of Student Activities: Coordinated student activities (lectures, concerts, and 
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ACADEMIC FUNDING AND RESEARCH HONORS: 
 Frank and Susan Dunlevy Research Fellow, 2018-19 

 SMU Cox Fisher Research Fellowship, 2010-2013 

 SIOP Best Paper Award, 2006 

 SMU Cox Leo F. Corrigan Faculty Research Fellowship: 2004-
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TEACHING RECOGNITION: 
 Cox Outstanding MBA Teaching Award, 2018 

 Cox Distinguished MBA Teaching Award, 2017 

 Cox Distinguished MBA Teaching Award, 2016 

 Cox Distinguished MBA Teaching Award, 2015 

 Cox Distinguished MBA Teaching Award, 2014 

 Cox Distinguished MBA Teaching Award, 2013 

 Cox Distinguished MBA Teaching Award, 2012 

 Cox Distinguished MBA Teaching Award, 2011 

 SMU HOPE (Honoring Our Professors’ Excellence) Honoree, 2016 

 Poets & Quants EMBA for Executives Professor Recognition, 2015  

 Cox Most Valuable EMBA Professor, 2013 

 SMU Altshuler Distinguished Teaching Professor Award, 2010 

 Cox Teaching Innovation Award, 2010 

 Cox Outstanding MBA Teaching Award, 2009 

 Cox Outstanding MBA Teaching Award, 2006 

 SMU President’s Outstanding Faculty Award, 2004. 

 Community College Teacher Recognition Award, University of Kansas: 1991 

 Master Teacher Award, NISOD at the University of Texas: 1988, 1989 

 Award of Excellence, Kansas State Board of Education: 1988 

 


