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Be Critical. Don’t agree unthinkingly with the readings or each other. Reasonable people disagree, so be 

reasonable. 

Be Humble. The writers we read did not know everything and neither do you. Be willing to listen to the 

writers and each other, and be willing to say, “I don’t know.” 
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Anne Case and Angus Deaton. 2020. Deaths of Despair and the Future of Capitalism. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press. 

Steven Johnson. 2021. Extra Life: A Short History of Living Longer. New York: Riverhead Books. 

Jeffrey Miron. 2004. Drug War Crimes: The Consequences of Prohibition. Oakland: The Independent 

Institute. 

Hans Rosling, Ola Rosling, and Anna Rosling Ronnlund. 2018. Factfulness: Ten Reasons We’re Wrong 

About the World – And Why Things Are Better Than You Think. New York: Flatiron Books. 

Jesse Singal. 2021. The Quick Fix: Why Fad Psychology Can’t Cure Our Social Ills. New York: Picador. 

 

 

1/25/24: Pandemics and Freedom 

Troesken, Werner. 2015. The Pox of Liberty: How the Constitution Left Americans Rich, Free, and Prone 

to Infection. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, p. 68-102. 

Koyama, Mark. 2023. “Epidemic Disease and the State: Is There a Tradeoff between Public Health and 

Liberty?” Public Choice 195: 145-167. 

Furton, Glenn. 2023. “The Pox of Politics: Troesken’s Tradeoff Reexamined.” Public Choice 195: 169-

191. 



2/8/24: But Do We Want More Humans? 

Driver, Jeremy. 2021. “Natalism for Progressives.” Works in Progress, 

https://worksinprogress.co/issue/natalism-for-progressives  

Ritchie, Hannah. 2024. “Climate Change: Turning Down the Thermostat.” In Not the End of the World: 

How We Can Be the First Generation to Build a Sustainable Planet. New York: Little, Brown Spark, p. 

64-111. 

Tupy, Marian and Gale Pooley. 2022. “Thanos’s Intellectual and Practical Progenitors” and “Julian 

Simon and the Bet that Made Him Famous.” In Superabundance: The Story of Population Growth, 

Innovation, and Human Flourishing on an Infinitely Bountiful Planet

https://worksinprogress.co/issue/natalism-for-progressives
https://www.econtalk.org/hannah-ritchie-on-eating-local/
https://www.econtalk.org/hannah-ritchie-on-eating-local/
https://www.slowboring.com/p/the-deaths-of-despair-narrative-is
https://www.econtalk.org/sam-quinones-on-meth-fentanyl-and-the-least-of-us/
https://reason.com/2023/02/10/the-fight-to-criminalize-opioid-prescribing/
https://www.mercatus.org/hayekprogram/hayek-program-podcast/liberalism-all-war-drugs


OPTIONAL 2/28/24 Texas Economic Forum, Topic TBD, Crum Auditorium, 6pm Reception and 

7pm Lecture.

https://astralcodexten.substack.com/p/adumbrations-of-aducanumab
https://www.mercatus.org/research/policy-briefs/need-fda-reform-four-models
https://www.astralcodexten.com/p/beyond-abolish-the-fda
https://reason.com/podcast/2021/06/09/steven-johnson-how-we-doubled-life-expectancy-in-the-20th-century/
https://reason.com/podcast/2021/06/09/steven-johnson-how-we-doubled-life-expectancy-in-the-20th-century/
https://www.econtalk.org/oster-on-pregnancy-causation-and-expecting-better/


4/4/24: Fad Psychology 

Singal 2021, ch. 1, 3, 4, & 7, p. 11-38, 75-136, & 211-248  

REQUIRED Podcast Episode:

https://reason.com/podcast/2021/04/14/jesse-singal-why-we-keep-falling-for-psychological-quick-fixes/
https://reason.com/podcast/2021/04/14/jesse-singal-why-we-keep-falling-for-psychological-quick-fixes/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GEtHU2afJnU
https://www.econtalk.org/peltzman-on-regulation/
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/AffordableExcellencePDF.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/AffordableExcellencePDF.pdf
https://www.mercatus.org/media/70001/download?attachment
https://podcasts.apple.com/ie/podcast/rationally-speaking-236-alex-tabarrok-on-why-are-prices/id351953012?i=1000445105866
https://podcasts.apple.com/ie/podcast/rationally-speaking-236-alex-tabarrok-on-why-are-prices/id351953012?i=1000445105866

