
IMPORTANT NOTICE AVISO IMPORTANTE 
 

To obtain information or make a 
complaint: 

Para obtener informacion o para someter 
una queja: 

 
You may call Standard Insurance 
Company's toll-free telephone number for 
information or to make a complaint at: 

Usted puede llamar al numero de telefono 
gratis de Standard Insurance Company 
para informacion o para someter una 
queja al: 

 
1-800-348-3226 1-800-348-3226 

 

--

Usted tambien puede escribir a Standard 
Insurance Company: 

 
900 SW Fifth Avenue 

Portland OR 97204-1282 
900 SW Fifth Avenue 

Portland OR 97204--

Puede comunicarse con el Departamento 
de Seguros de Texas para obtener 
informacion acerca de companias 
coberturas, derechos, o quejas al: 

 
1-800-252



STANDARD INSURANCE COMPANY 

A Stock Life Insurance Company 

900 SW Fifth Avenue 
Portland, Oregon  97204-1282 

1-800-348-3226 

 

CERTIFICATE 

GROUP LONG TERM DISABILITY INSURANCE 

Policyholder: Southern Methodist University 

Policy Number: 750966-C 

Effective Date: January 1, 2015 
 

The Group Policy has been issued to the Policyholder.  We certify that you will be insured as provided 
by the terms of your Employer's coverage under the Group Policy.  If the terms of this Certificate differ 
from the terms of your Employer's coverage under the Group Policy, the latter will govern.  If your 
coverage is changed by an amendment to the Group Policy, we will provide the Employer with a revised 
Certificate or other notice to be given to you. 

Possession of this Certificate does not necessarily mean you are insured.  You are insured only if you 
meet the requirements set out in this Certificate. 

"You" and "your" mean the Member.  "We", "us" and "our" mean Standard Insurance Company.  Other 
defined terms appear with the initial letters capitalized. Section headings, and references to them, 
appear in boldface type. 

The insurance policy under which this Certificate is issued is not a policy of workers' 
compensation insurance.  You should consult your employer to determine whether your employer 
is a subscriber to the workers' compensation system. 

 

 
GC190-LTD/S399 
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COVERAGE FEATURES 

This section contains many of the features of your long term disability (LTD) insurance.  Other 
provisions, including exclusions, limitations, and Deductible Income, appear in other sections.  Please 
refer to the text of each section for full details.  The Table of Contents and the Index of Defined Terms 
help locate sections and definitions. 

GENERAL POLICY INFORMATION 

Group Policy Number: 750966-C 

Policyholder: Southern Methodist University 

Employer(s): Southern Methodist University 

Group Policy Effective Date: January 1, 2015 

Policy Issued in: Texas 

 
Member means:   

1. An active benefit eligible employee of the Employer; 

2. Actively At Work at least 20 hours each week (for purposes of the Member definition, Actively At 
Work will include regularly scheduled days off, holidays, or vacation days, so long as the person 
is capable of Active Work on those days); and 

3. A citizen or resident of the United States or Canada. 

Member does not include a part-time faculty member (e.g adjunct, visiting or lecturer), a postdoctoral 
fellow, a temporary or seasonal employee, a full-time member of the armed forces of any country, a 
leased employee, or an independent contractor. 

Class Definition: None 

SCHEDULE OF INSURANCE 

Eligibility Waiting Period: You are eligible on one of the following dates, but not before 
the Group Policy Effective Date: 

 If you are a Member on the Group Policy Effective Date, you 
are eligible on the first day following 90 consecutive days as 
a Member. 

 If you become a Member after the Group Policy Effective 
Date, you are eligible on the first day following 90 
consecutive days as a Member. 

Eligibility Waiting Period means the period you must be a Member before you become eligible for 
insurance. 

 
The maximum Leave Of Absence Periods are as follows: 

1. 
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INSURING CLAUSE 

If you become Disabled while insured under the Group Policy, we will pay LTD Benefits according to the 
terms of the Group Policy after we receive Proof Of Loss satisfactory to us. 

LT.IC.OT.1 

BECOMING INSURED 

To become insured you must be a Member, complete your Eligibility Waiting Period, and meet the 
requirements in Active Work Provisions and When Your Insurance Becomes Effective. 

You are a Member if you are: 

1. An active benefit eligible employee of the Employer; 

2. Actively At Work at least 20 hours each week (for purposes of the Member definition, Actively At 
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B. Takeover Provisions 

1. If you were insured under the Prior Plan on the day before the effective date of your Employer's 
coverage under the Group Policy, your Eligibility Waiting Period is waived on the effective date of 
your Employer's coverage under the Group Policy. 

2. You must submit satisfactory Evidence Of Insurability to become insured if you were eligible for 
insurance under the Prior Plan for more than 31 days but were not insured. 

C. Evidence Of Insurability Requirement 

Evidence Of Insurability satisfactory to us is required: 

a. For late application for Contributory insurance. 

b. For Members eligible but not insured under the Prior Plan. 

c. For reinstatements if required. 

Providing Evidence Of Insurability means you must: 

1. Complete and sign our medical history statement; 

2. Sign our form authorizing us to obtain information about your health; 

3. Undergo a physical examination, if required by us, which may include blood testing; and 

4. Provide any additional information about your insurability that we may reasonably require. 
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The Reasonable Accommodation Expense Benefit is payable only if the reasonable accommodation is 
approved by us in writing prior to its implementation. 

LT.RA.OT.1 

REHABILITATION PLAN PROVISION 

While you are Disabled you may qualify to participate in a Rehabilitation Plan.  Rehabilitation Plan 
means a written plan, program or course of vocational training or education that is intended to prepare 
you to return to work.  

To participate in a Rehabilitation Plan you must apply on our forms or in a letter to us.  The terms, 
conditions and objectives of the plan must be accepted by you and approved by us in advance.  We have 
the sole discretion to approve your Rehabilitation Plan. 

While you are participating in an approved Rehabilitation Plan, your LTD Benefit will be increased by 
10% of your Predisability Earnings.  Your LTD Benefit may not exceed the Maximum LTD Benefit shown 
in the Coverage Features as a result of this increase. 

An approved Rehabilitation Plan may include our payment of some or all of the expenses you incur in 
connection with the plan, including: 

a. Training and education expenses. 

b. Family care expenses. 

c. Job-related expenses. 

d. Job search expenses. 

(WITH REHAB INC BFT)    LT.RH.OT.1 

TEMPORARY RECOVERY 

You may temporarily recover from your Disability and then become Disabled again from the same cause 
or causes without having to serve a new Benefit Waiting Period. Temporary Recovery means you cease 
to be Disabled for no longer than the applicable Allowable Period.  See Definition Of Disability. 

A. Allowable Periods 

1. During the Benefit Waiting Period: a total of 90 days of recovery. 

2.  During the Maximum Benefit Period: 180 days for each period of recovery. 

B. Effect Of Temporary Recovery 

If your Temporary Recovery does not exceed the Allowable Periods, the following will apply. 

1. The Predisability Earnings used to determine your LTD Benefit will not change. 

2. The period of Temporary Recovery will not count toward your Benefit Waiting Period, your 
Maximum Benefit Period or your Own Occupation Period. 

3. No LTD Benefits will be payable for the period of Temporary Recovery. 

4. No LTD Benefits will be payable after benefits become payable to you under any other disability 
insurance plan under which you become insured during your period of Temporary Recovery. 

5. Except as stated above, the provisions of the Group Policy will be applied as if there had been no 
interruption of your Disability. 

(NEW TR PERIOD)    LT.TR.OT.1 
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WHEN LTD BENEFITS END 

Your LTD Benefits end automatically on the earliest of: 

1. The date you are no longer Disabled. 

2. 
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settling your claim against such third party, the amount used as Deductible Income will be reduced 
by a pro rata share of your costs of recovery, including reasonable attorney fees. 

11. 
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B. Your Duty To Pursue Deductible Income 

You must pursue Deductible Income for which you may be eligible.  We may ask for written 
documentation of your pursuit of Deductible Income.  You must provide it within 60 days after we 
mail you our request. Otherwise, we may reduce your LTD Benefits by the amount we estimate you 
would be eligible to receive upon proper pursuit of the Deductible Income. 

C. Pending Deductible Income 

We will not deduct pending Deductible Income until it becomes payable.  You must notify us of the 
amount of the Deductible Income when it is approved.  You must repay us for the resulting 
overpayment of your claim. 

D. Overpayment Of Claim 

We will notify you of the amount of any overpayment of your claim under any group disability 
insurance policy issued by us.  You must immediately repay us.  You will not receive any LTD 
Benefits until we have been repaid in full.  In the meantime, any LTD Benefits paid, including the 
Minimum LTD Benefit, will be applied to reduce the amount of the overpayment.  We may charge 
you interest at the legal rate for any overpayment which is not repaid within 30 days after we first 
mail you 
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d. Any person providing the care and support of any person listed in a., b., or c. above. 

e. Your estate, if you are not survived by any person listed in a., b., or c. above. 

(MULTPL_EST)    LT.SB.OT.1 

BENEFITS AFTER INSURANCE ENDS OR IS CHANGED 
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2. Exclusion 

You are not covered for a Disability caused or contributed to by a Preexisting Condition or 
medical or surgical treatment of a Preexisting Condition unless, on the date you become 
Disabled, you have been continuously insured u
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CLAIMS 

A. 
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If we request additional information, you will have 45 days to provide the information.  If you do not 
provide the requested information within 45 days, we may decide your claim based on the 
information we have received. 

If we deny any part of your claim, you will receive a written notice of denial containing: 

a. The reasons for our decision.  

b. Reference to the parts of the Group Policy on which our decision is based. 

c. Reference to any internal rule or guideline relied upon in making our decision. 

d. A description of any additional information needed to support your claim. 

e. Information concerning your right to a review of our decision. 

f. Information concerning your right to bring a civil action for benefits under section 502(a) of 
ERISA if your claim is denied on review. 

H. Review Procedure 

If all or part of a claim is denied, you may request a review.  You must request a review in writing 
within 180 days after receiving notice of the denial. 

You may send us written comments or other items to support your claim.  You may review and 
receive copies of any non-privileged information that is relevant to your request for review.  There 
will be no charge for such copies.  You may request the names of medical or vocational experts who 
provided advice to us about your claim. 

The person conducting the review will be someone other than the person who denied the claim and 
will not be subordinate to that person. The person conducting the review will not give deference to 
the initial denial decision. If the denial was based on a medical judgment, the person conducting the 
review will consult with a qualified health care professional. This health care professional will be 
someone other than the person who made the original medical judgment and will not be subordinate 
to that person.  Our review will include any written comments or other items you submit to support 
your claim. 

We will review your claim promptly after we receive your request.  Within 45 days after we receive 
your request for review we will send you: (a) a written decision on review; or (b) a notice that we are 
extending the review period for 45 days. If the extension is due to your failure to provide information 
necessary to decide the claim on review, the extended time period for review of your claim will not 
begin until you provide the information or otherwise respond.   

If we extend the review period, we will notify you of the following: (a) the reasons for the extension; 
(b) when we expect to decide your claim on review; and (c) any additional information we need to 
decide your claim.  

If we request additional information, you will have 45 days to provide the information.  If you do not 
provide the requested information within 45 days, we may conclude our review of your claim based 
on the information we have received. 

If we deny any part of your claim on review, you will receive a written notice of denial containing: 

a. The reasons for our decision. 

b. Reference to the parts of the Group Policy on which our decision is based. 

c. Reference to any internal rule or guideline relied upon in making our decision. 

d. Information concerning your right to receive, free of charge, copies of non-privileged documents 
and records relevant to your claim. 

e. Information concerning your right to bring a civil action for benefits under section 502(a) of 
ERISA. 



Revised 05/24/2022 - 19 - 750966-C 

The Group Policy does not provide voluntary alternative dispute resolution options.  However, you 
may contact your local U.S. Department of Labor Office and your State insurance regulatory agency 
for assistance. 

I. Assignment 

The rights and benefits under the Group Policy are not assignable. 

(REV PRIV WRDG)    LT.CL.OT.2 

TIME LIMITS ON LEGAL ACTIONS 

No action at law or in equity may be brought until 60 days after you have given us Proof Of Loss.  No 
such action may be brought more than three years after the earlier of: 

1. The date we receive Proof Of Loss; and 

2. The time within which Proof Of Loss is required to be given. 

LT.TL.OT.1 

INCONTESTABILITY PROVISIONS 

A. Incontestability Of  Insurance 

Any statement made to obtain insurance or to increase insurance is a representation and not a 
warranty. 

No misrepresentation will be used to reduce or deny a claim or contest the validity of insurance 
unless: 

1. The insurance would not have been approved if we had known the truth; and 

2. We have given you or any other person claiming benefits a copy of the signed written instrument 
which contains the misrepresentation. 
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CLERICAL ERROR, AGENCY, AND MISSTATEMENT 

A. Clerical Error 

Clerical error by the Policyholder, your Employer, or their respective employees or representatives 
will not: 

1. 
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Employer means an employer (including approved affiliates and subsidiaries) for which coverage under 
the Group Policy is approved in writing by us. 

Group Policy means the group LTD insurance policy issued by us to the Policyholder and identified by 
the Group Policy Number. 

Indexed Predisability Earnings means your Predisability Earnings adjusted by the rate of increase in the 
CPI-W.  During your first year of Disability, your Indexed Predisability Earnings are the same as your 
Predisability Earnings.  Thereafter, your Indexed Predisability Earnings are determined on each 
anniversary of your Disability by increasing the previous year's Indexed Predisability Earnings by the 
rate of increase in the CPI-W for the prior calendar year.  The maximum adjustment in any year is 10%.  
Your Indexed Predisability Earnings will not decrease, even if the CPI-W decreases. 

Injury means an injury to the body. 

LTD Benefit means the monthly benefit payable to you under the terms of the Group Policy. 

Maximum Benefit Period means the longest period for which LTD Benefits are payable for any one period 
of continuous Disability, whether from one or more causes.  It begins at the end of the Benefit Waiting 
Period.  No LTD Benefits are payable after the end of the Maximum Benefit Period, even if you are still 
Disabled.  See Coverage Features. 

Noncontributory means (a) insurance is nonelective and the Policyholder or Employer pay the entire 
premium for insurance; or (b) the Policyholder or Employer require all eligible Members to have 


