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Meeting 1: Is Life Getting Better? (Jan. 30/31) 
Book Readings 

• McCloskey, Chapter 1 - “The World is Pretty Rich, but Once was Poor,” [9 pages] 
• McCloskey, Chapter 2 – “For Malthusian and Other Reasons, Very Poor,” [7 pages] 
• McCloskey, Chapter 3 – “Then Many of Us Short Up the Blade of a Hockey Stick.” [9 pages] 

Other Readings 
• Thompson, Derek (11 February 2016). “America in 1915: Long Hours, Crowded Houses, Death by 

Trolly,” The Atlantic. [read here – 7 pages]. 
• Boudreaux, Don (20 February 2016). “Most Ordinary Americans in 2016 Are Richer Than Was 

John D. Rockefeller in 1916,” Café Hayek. [read here – 3 pages]. 
• Holcombe, Randall (2017). “Bourgeois Virtues Foster Capitalism; Does Capitalism Foster 

Bourgeois Virtues?" Journal of Private Enterprise 32(4) Winter: 95-107. [read here – 7 pages]. 
Multi-Media 

• Hans Rosling – “The Magic Washing Machine.” [watch here - 9:09] 
• Gap Minder - explore patterns of population growth, income, health (life expectancy), income 

inequality, poverty, CO2 emissions, and education over time. [explore here].  
 

Wed. Jan. 31: O’Neil Center Workshop Series event (see schedule on p. 2) 
 

Meeting 2: The Puzzle of Growth: Why Some Nations are Rich and Others Poor (Feb. 6/7) 
Book Readings 

• Acemoglu & Robinson, Chapter 3 – “The Making of Prosperity and Poverty.” [26 pages] 
• Easterly, Chapter 2 – “Two Nobel Laureates and the Debate They Never Had,” [30 pages] 

Other Readings 
• North, D. C. (1994). “Economic Performance Through Time.” The American Economic Review, 

84(3), 359-368. [read here - 9 pages]. 
• Sachs, J. D., Mellinger, A. D., & Gallup, J. L. (2001). “The Geography of Poverty and Wealth.” 

Scientific American, 284(3), 70-75.  [read here - 5 pages] 
• Gorodnichenko, Y. and G. Roland (21 September 2010). “Does culture affect long-run growth?” 



https://www.dropbox.com/s/cgt8rkpf2l1covp/Can%20Foreign%20Aid%20Reduce%20Poverty.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/cgt8rkpf2l1covp/Can%20Foreign%20Aid%20Reduce%20Poverty.pdf?dl=0
https://www.gatesnotes.com/Development/Foreign-Aid-Helps-Americas-Economy
https://youtu.be/BdDkF0Lw-ag
http://bigthink.com/videos/why-does-foreign-aid-fail
https://youtu.be/8Y-E6sQ9DvI
https://youtu.be/FfDVoU4N-0M
https://www.dropbox.com/s/a25rg5mrgnmq2jp/Can%20the%20West%20Help%20the%20Rest.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/a25rg5mrgnmq2jp/Can%20the%20West%20Help%20the%20Rest.pdf?dl=0
http://www.gapminder.org/videos/dont-panic-end-poverty/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2014/01/21/the-case-for-aid/
https://youtu.be/TIrEbiUIVQQ


https://www.dropbox.com/s/7nxbgqirgu56vxm/The%20Role%20of%20Entrepreneurship%20in%20US%20Job%20Creation%20and%20Economic%20Dynamism.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/bra90nhdjefcn63/Is%20America%20Encouraging%20the%20Wrong%20Kind%20of%20Entrepreneurship.pdf?dl=0
https://youtu.be/4tbVRC_oOTU
https://youtu.be/Jr8qHv4hCVw
https://youtu.be/qvsPXKJe05Q
https://www.mercatus.org/system/files/farren-rethinking-taxi-regulations-mop-v1.pdf
http://econlib.org/library/Enc/RentSeeking.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FcLGUHXz78I
https://www.ij.org/images/pdf_folder/economic_liberty/occupational_licensing/licensetowork.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qpvbz3gbfomvtn0/Dynamism%20in%20Retreat.pdf?dl=0
https://ourworldindata.org/global-economic-inequality
http://evonomics.com/joseph-stiglitz-inequality-unearned-income/
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2011/05/top-one-percent-201105
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Meeting 9: Money and Happiness (Apr. 17/18) 
Readings 

• Easterlin, Richard (1995). Will raising the incomes of all increase the happiness of all? Journal of 
Economic Behavior and Organization. 27, 35-47 [read here – 11 pages] 

• Sacks, Stevenson, Wolfers. (2013). New Stylized Facts about Income and Subjective Well-Being. 
CES Working Paper. [read here - 13 pages] 

• Kahneman and Deaton (2010). High Income Improves Life Evaluation but not Emotional Well-
Being. PNAS [read here - 5 pages] 

• Inglehart, Ronald, Roberto Foa, Christopher Peterson, and Christian Welzel (2008). Development, 
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