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ahead is the best way to make sure you are contributing to the group discussion. If there’s a lull in the 
conversation, use that opportunity to ask one of your prepared questions.  
 
Be Critical. Don’t agree unthinkingly with the readings or each other. Reasonable people disagree, so be 
reasonable, but do so respectfully. 
 
Be Humble. The writers we read did not know everything and neither do you. Be willing to listen to the 
writers and each other, and be willing to say, “I don’t know.” 
 
Facebook Group. You should all make at least one post or comment about the readings each week on the 
Facebook group that we have created jointly with the McLane Scholars groups at Baylor and Texas Tech. 
Please join the group and make a contribution before the first meeting and every weekly meeting. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/733137316769255/  
 
Tentative O’Neil Center Event Schedule 

Fri. Sep. 14, 8 am–1:30 pm, O'Neil Center Annual Conference: The Ethical Conundrums of Capitalism. 
Speakers include: James Otteson, Professor of Economics & Thomas W. Smith Presidential Chair in 
Business Ethics, Wake Forest University; and Vernon Smith, Professor of Economics and Law, George 
L. Argyros Endowed Chair in Finance and Economics, Chapman University, and 2002 Nobel Prize 
Recipient in Economics. Collins Executive Center. 

Tues. Oct. 2, 5:30-7 pm, Texas Economic Forum: Texico. W. Michael Cox, O'Neil Center for Global Markets 
and Freedom, Tiffany Melvin, President of the NASCO Network. Collins Executive Center. 

Thurs. Oct. 25, 3-7 pm, Faith and the Free Market. Speakers include Rev. Robert Sirico, Acton Institute, 
and Russ Roberts, Hoover Institution.  

 
Workshop Series (designed for faculty but can be used to make-up absences if necessary) 
Fri. Aug. 31, 10:00-11:30 am, Jamie Pavlik, Free Market Institute at Texas Tech, “Political Corruption and 

Development in Brazil: Do Random Audits Matter?” O'Neil Center (Crow 282). 
Fri. Sep. 28, 10:30-11:45 am, John Dove, Manuel H. Johnson Center for Political Economy at Troy 

University, Topic TBD, O'Neil Center (Crow 282) 
Fri. Nov. 30, 10:00-11:30 am, Claudia Williamson, Drew Allen Endowed Fellow at Mississippi State 

University, “Cultural Distance and U.S. Multinational Enterprise Activity” O'Neil Center (Crow 282) 
 
Meeting Schedule 

Meeting # Dates (Tues./Wed.) Notes 
 1 Aug. 28/29  second week of class 
 2 Sep. 4/5  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/733137316769255/
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Reading List 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/e8g8no3o9c38fn3/AACMC90q4Uh7LhQBb0NYa0fEa?dl=0
http://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/hobbes1651part2.pdf
http://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/rousseau1762.pdf
https://www.econlib.org/library/Mill/mlLbty.html?chapter_num=1
http://www.econtalk.org/munger-on-subsidies-and-externalities/
https://www.libertarianism.org/media/around-web/essential-hayek-who-is-fa-hayek


http://www.univpgri-palembang.ac.id/perpus-fkip/Perpustakaan/American%20Phylosophy/John%20Rawls%20-%20A%20Theory%20of%20Justice%7E%20Revised%20Edition.pdf
http://www.univpgri-palembang.ac.id/perpus-fkip/Perpustakaan/American%20Phylosophy/John%20Rawls%20-%20A%20Theory%20of%20Justice%7E%20Revised%20Edition.pdf
http://www.univpgri-palembang.ac.id/perpus-fkip/Perpustakaan/American%20Phylosophy/John%20Rawls%20-%20A%20Theory%20of%20Justice%7E%20Revised%20Edition.pdf
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/books/first/h/holmes-rights.html
http://www.independent.org/pdf/tir/tir_22_1_06_munger.pdf
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Richard Ebeling, “You’d Be Surprised How Many Government Services Could Be Privately Provided,” 

Foundation for Economic Education, March 18, 2018. (6 pages) 
 https://fee.org/articles/youd-be-surprised-how-many-government-services-could-be-privately-

provided/  
Richard Stroup, “Rights: How Property Rights and Markets Replace Conflict with Cooperation,” Ch. 3 of 

Eco-Nomics: What Everyone Should Know about Economics and the Environment. (19 pages) 
*Jason Brennan, “Private Governance and the Three Biases of Political Philosophy,” Review of Austrian 

Economics (2018). (9 pages)  
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7) Constitutional Theory (Oct. 16/17) (62 pages) 
James Buchanan, “Commencement,” Ch. 1 of The Limits of Liberty: Between Anarchy and Leviathan (1975). 

(7 pages) https://www.econlib.org/library/Buchanan/buchCv7.html?chapter_num=2#book-reader  
*Gordon Tullock, “Problems of Majority Voting,” Journal of Political Economy (1959). (9 pages) 
Friedrich Hayek, “Why the Worst Get on Top,” Ch. 10 of The Road to Serfdom (1944). (13 pages) 
*Friedrich Hayek, “The American Contribution: Constitutionalism,” Ch. 12 of The Constitution of Liberty 

(1960). (25 pages, but 10 pages worth of footnotes) 
Frederic Bastiat, “The Law,” Ch. 2 of Selected Essays on Political Economy (1848). (18 pages) 
 https://www.econlib.org/library/Bastiat/basEss.html?chapter_num=5#book-reader  
 
Optional readings, podcasts, and videos: 
Michael Munger on Choosing in Groups, 75-minute podcast, Library of Economics and Liberty (2015) 

http://www.econtalk.org/michael-munger-on-choosing-in-groups/  
 
8) Socialism (Oct. 30/31) (62 pages) 
Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, “Manifesto of the Communist Party” (1848), pp. 14-34 (note that 

footnotes are at the end of the PDF on pp. 67-68). (21 pages) 
 https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/pdf/Manifesto.pdf  
Friedrich Hayek, “The Great Utopia,” Ch. 2 of The Road to Serfdom (1944). (6 pages) 
Ludwig von Mises, “Socialism and Intervention,” pp. 355-370 of Boaz, ed. The Libertarian Reader. 

(excerpted from Liberalism, 1927) (15 pages) 
*Lawrence H. White, “The Turn Away from Laissez-Faire,” Ch. 1 (pp. 12-31) of The Clash of Economic 

Ideas: The Great Policy Debates and Experiments of the Last Hundred Years (2012). (20 pages) 
 
Optional readings, podcasts, and videos: 
Friedrich Hayek, “The Socialist Roots of Naziism,” Ch. 12 of The Road to Serfdom (1944). (12 pages) 
Milton Friedman and Phil Donahue On Socialism v. Capitalism (video, 2:49) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQ0-cDKMS5M  
 
9) Paternalism & Communitarianism (Nov. 6/7) (57 pages) 
John Stuart Mill, “Applications,” Ch. V of On Liberty (1859). (7 pages) 

https://www.econlib.org/library/Mill/mlLbty.html?chapter_num=5  
Michael Prowse, “Paternalist Government Is Out of Date,” pp. 507-512 of Boaz, ed. The Libertarian Reader. 

(6 pages) 
*Amitai Etzioni, “A New Moral, Social, Public Order—Without Puritanism or Oppression” Introduction 

(pp. 1-20) in The Spirit of Community: Rights, Responsibilities, and the Communitarian Agenda (1993). 
(20 pages) 

Friedrich Hayek, “Individualism and Collectivism,” Ch. 3 of The Road to Serfdom (1944). (8 pages) 
*Richard H. Thaler and Cass R. Sunstein, “Libertarian Paternalism,” American Economic Review, Vol. 93, 

No. 2 (2003), pp. 175-179. (5 pages) 
*Mark Pennington, “Paternalism, Behavioural Economics, Irrationality and State Failure,” European 

Journal of Political Theory (2016). (11 pages) 
 
Optional readings, podcasts, and videos: 
Richard Thale Tc 0 Tp16.511 -1.174 (, V)7.2174 TdTd
( )Tj564f 




